Bahraini Police Attack Sliia 
Mosque Daring Friday Praj ers 

NICOSIA — Riot police attacked thousand.* of Shla 
Mntfidis. at Friday prayers in Manama after 
authorities closed molt Shin mosques in the Ba- 
bnlaHapift^TCrideBttSBid. - . _ 
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Israeli General Resigns Under 
Pressure lor Meeting With l ores 

TEL AVIV — A senior Israeli general resigned on 
Friday after being suspended from his position as a 
key negotiator with the Palestinians for ha% »ug held 
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Ceseral ©res Shake? submitted h« ^gnatton 

gs coordinator for Israeli military activities in the 
occupied territories (a Defease Minister Yitzhak 
Mordechai at a meeting Friday morning, his 
spokesman said. 

(Contd on Pg. 14) 


Leader Warns Muslims of Plots 
Hatched by Arrogant Powers 


fekfm Tones Service 

TEHRAN— The Leg gfrr-ef the 
Islamic -Revohitiair Ayatollah 
Seycd All Khamenei said that the 
agents of arrogant powers and Zi- 
onist elements are seeking to 
make the nations accept the self- 
serving policies of the domiuer- 
ing powers and submit to tteir 
diktat 

The Leader made the above 
'Statement in a meeting with thou- 
sands of Iranian people from all 


walks of life here on Thursday on 
the occasion of the birih anniver- 
sary of Imam Mahdi (May. Allah 
Hasten His Messianic Return), the 
Twelfth Imam of the Infallible 
- Houseihold of the Holy Prophet 
(S). 

Ayatollah Khamenei slated. 
“Domineering powers would like 
to see the nations ignorant, un- 
aware, inactive and lacking in mo- 
tives and 2 spiraUons - an ideal 

condition for those powers from 


France Not to Take Part in 
New Iraq Surveillance Force 


PARIS — France will not take 
part in a new multinational force 
' lo protect Kurds in northern Iraq, 
the French Foreign Ministry an- 
nounced here on Friday. 

The new air force will replace 
Operation Provide Comfort, set up 
in Turkey after (he Persian Gulf 
war in 1991 by Turkey, France, 
Britain and the United States. 

In a communique, the ministry 
raid the French would not take 
sart because the “humanitarian as- 
sent” of Provide Comfort was no 
longer included. 

The new force has been agreed 
oy Turkey, the United Slalcs*and 
. Britain 

Unlike Provide Comfort, the 
lew six-month mission — ap- 
proved by the Turkish Parliament 
an Wednesday — has no ground 
ispecL 

However, U.S. and British air- 
craft based at Incirclik in- southern 
Turkey will continue lo fly sur- 
veillance missions over northern 
raq. 

Despite its decision, the French 
Foreign Ministry said France 
; would continue to take part in Op- 
, l - nation Southern Watch “along- 
side its Saudi, American and 
* British partners."' 

The communique said that 
» French aircraft would fly only 


south of the 32nd parallel, al- 
though the United Stales extended 
the no-fly zone to the 33rd parallel 
after an Iraqi offensive against a 
Kurdish faction ealy in Septem- 
ber. 

The communique also reiter- 
ated France's “determination to 
call on Iraq to conform fully with 
all UN Security Council resolu- 
tions so dial it can regain its place 
in the international community." 

In September France briefly 
suspended its participation in al- 
lied missions over southern Iraq 
after objecting lo the U.S. decision 
to enlarge the no-fly zone and ex- 
pressing reservations over U.S. 
missile attacks on Iraqi targets. 

Many Turkish MPs have ex- 
pressed concern about the continu- 
ation of the allied operation, 
saying it could lead lo the creation 
of an independent Kurdish stale in 
the north of Iraq, something 
Ankara is opposed to at all costs. 

( AFP ) 


which they can derive maximum 
benefit.” 

The Leader also pointed out 
that the belief in the messianic to- 
turn of Imam Mahdi (AS) would 
cause die oppressed nations not to 
be content with the status quo and 
await the improvement of condi- 
tions. The grand ayatollah noted 
that the arrogant powers make 
every effort to shatter and extin- 
guish the hopes of the deprived 
and oppressed nations and draw 
their attention to the worldly ma- 
te rial istic attractions, which a re at 
the' disposal of the domination- 
seeking powers. 

Ayatollah Khamenei concluded 
by underlining that the arrogant 
powers and the Zionist circles ex- 
ploit enticing slogans such as hu- 
man rights, women’s rights and 
fundamental rights as effective in- 
struments for imposing their 
hegemonic policies on nations. 

Yeltsin Meets 
Chinese 
Premier 

MOSCOW — President Boris 
Yeltsin on Friday met visiting 
Chinese Premier Li Peng, the 
Kremlin leader’s first foreign visi- 
tor since he returned to work after 
heart surgery, Interfax news 
agency said. 

It quoted Yeltsin as saying he 
was happy with tlic pace of bilat- 
eral relations higlilightcd by his 
visit to China in April. 

Our strategic agreements 
readied in Beijing work, Interfax 
(Could on Pg 14) 
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Armenia Hails Iran’s 
Impartial Role in Region 


By Soraya Dezhbeutkhan 

YERAVAN, Armenia — Arme- 
nian President Levon Ter Pctros- 
sian here on Wednesday night 
praised Iran’s impartiality in re-' 
gional issues, especially in it’s ef- 
forts to help settle regional crises. 

He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with visiting I ranian Vice- 
President Hassan Habibi. who is 
here on a 5-day official visit. 

Alluding to successful efforts 
of Tehran for hammering regional 
conflicts, Pctrossian called on Iran 
to play a more active role in the 
settlement of the Karabakh dis- 
pute. He further praised Iran’s 
strategic role in the preservation 
of global peace and tranquility. 

Expressing satisfaction over 
the growing trend of bilateral 
trade and economic ties, and refer- 
ring to ample potentials for further 
expansion of bilateral tics, the Ar- 
menian president called for boost- 
ing Tchran-Yercvan cooperation 
in all fields. 

He expressed hope that the cur- 
rent visit of the Iranian delegation 
would speed up' implementation of 
agreements previously reached be- 
tween the two countries. 

Habibi conveyed the greetings 
of President Rafsanjani to his Ar- 


menian counterpart. Iran main- 
tains that regional peace and 
stability will provide the ground 
for further expansion of economic 
and trade tics in the region, Habibi 
stressed, adding that regional is- 
sues and problems should be 
solved by regional countries them- 
selves. without interference from 
outsiders. 

Trilateral cooperation among 
Iran, Armenia and T urkme ni stan 
will guarantee regional peace and 
stability, Habibi added. 

Iran is for the promotion of po- 
litical and cultural tics with Cen- 
tral Asian and Caucasian 
countries; to this end it tries to set- 
tle regional crises through peace- 
ful channels. 

Iran and Armenia can contrib- 
ute to the preservation of regional 
peace and stability. Habibi said 
while addressing a dinner banquet 
held in his honor on Wednesday 
by the Armenian president 

Expressing satisfaction over 
the growing trend of bilateral cul- 
tural, scientific, trade and eco- 
nomic cooperation. Habibi said 
that identifying amide potentials 
and rich resources of the two 
countries by the Iranian- Armenian 
Joint Economic Commission will 


help foster the two countries’ in- 
terests. 

. After tlic disintegration of tlic 
Soviet Union, while using its am- 
ple economic potentials, its rich 
energy resources, and regarding 
its outstanding geopolitical status, 
Iran tried to expand relations with 
the independent republics. 

Iran’s First Vice-President 
Hassan Habibi arrived here on 
Wednesday afternoon and was 
welcomed by Armenian Prime 
Minister Armen Sarkissiaa 

(Conld on Pg.14) 

Arafat to Meet 
Mordechai, 
Netanyahu 

BAJT-UL-MoQADDAS — Pal- 
estinian President Yasser Arafat 
will meet early next week with Is- 
raeli Prime Minister Benjamin Ne- 
tanyahu and his defense minister 
to wrap up an AI-Khalil accord, a 
Palestinian negotiator said Friday. 

“There wili be a meeting on 
Sunday between President Arafat 
and (Israeli Defense Minister 
Yitzhak) Mordechai and then after 
(Contd on Pg.14) 


OSCE Envoy: Serbian 
Opposition Won Elections 


GENEVA — OSCE envoy Felipe 
Gonzalez said Friday that oppo- 
nents of President Slobodan 


Milosevic won municipal elec- 
tions in 14 Serbian cities and 
towns last month that were later 


invalidated. 

Submitting his findings after a 
(Contd on Pg.14) 



BELGRADE, Yugoslavia (December 24): Serbian President Sfobo>lan Milosevic raises his hands as he 
greets cheering supporters during a rally organized by his Socialist Party in Belgrade. Clashes broke 
out as large numbers of government and opposition supporters held rival rallies in the capitaL A 
member of the opposition was critically injured when he was shot during the conflict 

_ : (AFP PHOTO) 
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Regional Developmeut, Key to 
Peace and Stability 


^tth the disintegration of the Soviet Union a new chapter 
has opened in the history of the region. 

On the one hand, we face regional conflicts which flared up 
in the wake of the collapse of the Soviet system, and on the other 
hand/ we see opportunities for closer cooperation among the 
countries of the region. 

It has not been fully realized that the raison d f etre of all 
disputes and skirmishes is underdevelopment True, some re- 
gional conflicts have their roots in certain historical disputes. 
But without doubt they can be overcome through regional 
development 

A sense of insecurity lies behind most regional conflicts and 
disputes; each country or group wishes to increase its security 
through access to greater resources, land and so forth. 

Instead of irredentism, regional countries must try to remove 
barriers to regional cooperation, for it will really guarantee their 
security. 

In its effort to boost regional cooperation, the Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran has followed a two-pronged strategy since the disin- 
tegration of the former Soviet Union. 

On the one hand, Iran encourages bilateral and multilateral 
cooperation in the region; on the other hand, it has left no stone 
unturned in helping to bring about peace to the region. 

Iran has been turned into a hub of regional cooperation and, 
at the same time, a center of mediation for regional reconcili- 
ation. 

The frequent visits of Iranian top officials to the region, 
including the present visit of First Vice-President Hassan Habibi 
to Armenia, and his forthcoming visit to Tajikistan, as well as 
visits of high-ranking officials of the countries of the region to 
Iran, are all indications of Iran's endeavors to boost regional 
development. 

Development is a pre-requisite for peace; peace is a pre-req- 
uisite for development Underdevelopment is a seed for culti- 
vating regional disputes. Hence, regional countries should take 
all possible steps to enhance development in order to remove 
the grounds for disputes and conflicts. 


Continuation of War in Afghanistan 
Detrimental to Regional Security 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — Iran’s Deputy For- 
eign Minister for Asia- Pacific, 
Alaeddin Boroujerdi, said Uiat 
continuation of fightings in Af- 
ghanistan is detrimental to the re- 
gional security and should come 
to an end as soon as possible. 

Boroujcidi made the rcmaik in 
a meeting with the head of Afghan 
government Buihanuddin Rabbani 
in Takhar, the capital city of 
Talukan Province of Afghanistan. 

According to an IRNA report 
the Iranian deputy minister also 
voiced Tehran’s concern over the 
continued crisis in Afghanistan 
He said that Iran would follow 
its policy to help end Afghan cri- 


sis until restoration of tranquility 
in the neighboring country. 

Rabbani, for his part, thanked 
Iran for its ceaseless support in 
helping establish peace and stabil- 
ity in his country and said that any 
decision to solve the problem 
should be made in accordance 
with the interests of all tribes and 
inside tiic Afghan borders. 

He blamed foreigners’ inter- 
vention in Afghanistan's internal 
affairs as main factor for the coun- 
try's problems. 

The two sides underlined the 
need for mutual understanding 
among all groups and restoration 
of peace and stability in Afghani- 


stan. 


Armenian FM Lauds Iran’s 
Treatment of Religious Minorities 


By Soraya Dezhhankhan 
YEREVAN-Armenia — Arme- 
nian Foreign Minister, Alexander 
Arzumanian, here Thursday ap- 
plauded the status of religious 
minorities especially Armenians 
in Iran. 


He made the remark in a meet- 
ing with visiting Iranian Vice 
President Hassan Habibi. 

Referring to the freedom, relig- 
ious minorities have in Iran, Arae- 
manian said, “We witness, 
closely, the Islamic and developed 
treatment of Iranian government 
and people with religious minori- 
ties and especially with the Arme- 
nians. 


Poisonous and biased propa- 
ganda of the enemies will never 
affect our attitude in this regard, 
the Armenian officials stressed. 

Habibi said that unfortunately 


hnmqn rights has become a polity 
cal nrpftn s in the h ands of certain 
countries to condemn independent 
countries which do rot bow before 
the arrogance. 

Under the pretext of human 
rights, enemies try to impede and 
hinder the development of the in- 
dependent states, Habibi added. 

He stressed that those countries 
which introduce themselves as de- 
fenders of human rights make the 
worst crimes against even the 
most basic and fundamental rights 
of the people, either their own na- 
tionals or nationals of other coun- 
tries across the world. 

Arzumanian further praised 
Iran’s peaceful stance regarding 
the Karabakh dispute and averted, 
“ We will never forget the feet that 
the first official cease-fire between 
Azerbaijan and Armenia was es- 
tablished under Tehran's peaceful 


efforts, 

As Armenia believes in Iran’s 
peaceful intention and good will, 
it desires for consultation with the 
Islamic Republic in (he regional 
issues, Arzumanian stated. 

Karabakh dispute should be 
solved due to humanitarian con- 
siderations through peaceful chan- 
nels, Habibi stressed. 

Describing his visit to Armenia 
as fruitful, he expressed hope for 
speedy implementation of the 
agreements reached during his 
visit to Yerevan. 

According to another develop- 
ment, here Thursday, Habibi at- 
tended the Parliament and held 
discussions with Armenian Parlia- 
ment Speaker Babken Aiaiktsian, 
who called for promotion of Te- 
hxan-Ycrcvan tics in all domains 
including cultural, parliamentary 
and scientific areas. 


Russian Deputy FM: 

Tehran~Moscaw 
Relation* Harmless 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The U.S. should 
bear in mind tint Russia has the 
right to promote its relations with 
the Islamic Republic of Iran ac- 
cording to the joint interests of the 
two countries, said the Deputy 
Foreign Minister of Russia for 
Middle East Affairs Viktor Passhr 
Aliok in Moscow Wednesday. 

According to IRNA, the Rus- 
sian official added that his country 
was to further broaden relations 
with Iran without prejudice to 
Moscow's relations with any other 
country. He indicated that the 
Russian government would con- 
tinue her support to Iran for a nu- 
clear power plant being mate hi 
the Persian Gulf port city of 
Bushehr. He observed that Iran’s 
project was solely for peaceful 
purposes. 
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Kharrazi: No Need to Establish Relations With U.S. 


JETS. 2- 

•' se r Li - 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Islamic Repub- 
lic of Iran does not need to estab- 
lish relations with the United 
Slates, said the Iranian Permanent 
Representative to the UN Kama! 
Kharrazi on Thursday. 

Interviewed by the London- 
based Saudi weekly AI-Majala % 
Kharrazi added, “However if the 
U.S. was lo establish good ties 
with Iran, it should change its 
policies. 1 ' 

Answering a question why 
Iran does not intend lo have rela- 
tions with the U.S., which is said 
to be a powerful country, Kharrazi 
said that Iran's economy was 
strong enough and growing at live 
percent annually and that 90 per- 
cent of the domestic need was 
met within the country. IRNA re- 


ported. 

Asked why the Islamic Iran 
was distancing itself from the 
United States knowing well that 
country exercised great influence 
over Europe and other countries in 
the world, which could lead to 
Iran’s isolation, Kharrazi reiter- 
ated that Iran does rot need the 
U.S. protection. On the contrary, it 
is the U.S. itself which would be 
the major loser. 

“Any change in our position 
will entirely depend on American 
administration's good will,’’ 
staled Kharrazi in response to the 
reporter's question on his view- 
point regarding U.S. desire to re- 
move its differences with Iran. 

Concerning the Islamic Repub- 
lic's altitude towards U.S. request 
for bolding secret talks with Iran, 


President Receives Message From 
Turkmen Counterpart 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — A written message 
from the President of Turkmenis- 
tan Sapannurat Nryazov was 
handed to President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani here Tuesday. 


The president received the 
message in a meeting with the 
Turkmen Vice President 
Orazgendjf Aydogdyev and the 
TurkmenMlocation Ministe r Mo- 
hammad Abalakov. 

According to IRNA, in his 
message the Turkmen president 
hoped for further promotion of the 
two countries' scientific and cul- 
tural ties and expansion of politi- 
cal and economic cooperation. 

Describing the purpose of their 
visit to Iran, the Turkmen officials 
said they were in Tehran to follow 
up the agreements reached in the 
two letters of understanding be- 
tween the two nations in the fields 
of culture and science. 

Referring to the two countries 
historic commonalties, Abalakov 
said that the Turkmen government 
and people are eager to com- 
memorate the first anniversary of 
the historical inauguration of 
Mashhad-Sarakhs-Tajan railroad 
link as Iran-Turkmcnistan Friend- 
ship Day. 

Aydogdyev, for his part, as- 
sessed rite outcome of his meet- 
ings with the Iranian cultural and 
educational officials as positive, 
saying dial Turkmenistan was 
keen on the exchange of profes- 
sors and university students be- 
tween the two countries 


particularly in the field of Persian 
language. 

President Rafsanjani in re- 
sponse, welcomed Tehran- Ashk- 
habad promotion of scientific, 
cultural and economic bilateral re- 
lations, expressing hope that cul- 
tural, educational and scientific 
relations will further paye the way 
for promotion of economic and 
political bilateral relations. 

Rafsanjani also announced 
Iran's readiness to transfer its ex- 
perience in the fields of culture, 
science and education lo the Cen- 
tral Asian Republic of Turkmenis- 
tan. 


Islamic Iran and it does not act on 
the basis of mutual respect and 
equality. 

The United States administra- 
tion must initially prove its good 
intention and thro talk about re- 
moving its differences with Is- 
lamic Iran. 

Asked to comment on Ani3h 
cans’ humiliation after the take- 
over of the U.S. Embassy in 
Tehran (the spy den), Kharrazi 
said that Americans were (he last 
people on the earth to talk of their 
humiliation. - 

He added that the A meri c a n s 
did n* ’ know that it was the bani- 
ans who were, in fact, initiafly hu- 
miliated when die CIA intervened 
to overthrow die national govern- 
ment in 1953 in order to reinstate 
the ousted Shah of Iran to the 
throne. 

Kharrazi stressed that die only 
(Could on Pg. 15) 
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Kharrazi wi that banian officials 
did not see any problem on hold- 
ing either open or secret negotia- 
tions. 
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However, he added, the United 
States wants to bold talks in order 
to impose its domination over the 
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Relations Firm 




Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN — The Iranian Ambas- 
sador to Ashkhabad Mehdi 
Mirabutalebi said on Wednesday 
that Iran-Tmkmemstan relations 
are firm and strongly growing 
over the past five years. 

According to IRNA, the Ira- 
nian diplomat made the remark tit 
the first session of Irano-Turkmro 
Friendship Group which was held 
at the Iranian Embassy m Ashk- 
habad. 

Mirabutalebi said that the for- 


mation of the group would save 
as an effective means to help ire- 
mote all-out ties between the two 
countries and bring both Iranian 
and Turkmen nations doses. 

The I ranian ambassador said 
that the embassy was ready to co- 
operate with members of the 
friendship group and expressed 
optimism that by working out 
definite programs, the group 
would be able to help the govern- 
ments of the two countries expand 
mutual cooperation. 
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Siemens Tehran Proiect G.m.b.H. 




In year 1997 when Siemens AG Germany is celebrating its 150th 
anniversary, Siemens Tehran Project G.m.b.H. is proud to celebrate 


the 25th anniversary of its establishment. 

The activities of the company include installation and 
commission, client training and after-sales services of all Siemens 
AG Germany products. 
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Siemens Tehran Project G.m.b.H. with 25 years of experienced 
and the staff of Iranian and foreign 




experts is available fof 
assistance in all fundamental projects of the Islamic Republic of 


Iran. 

On the 


occasion of 25th 


anniversary of establishment 10° 
volumes of special technical books with the idea of transferrins 
technology will be forwarded to Iran University of Science * 
Technology and Shahid Beheshti University. 
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‘Iran’s Pars-Jonoubi Oil Field Contains 
300 Trillion Cubic Feet of Gas 
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Tekram Times Strive* 
TEHRAN - Some 300 trillio n co- 
ble feet of gas, worth over $1,000 
biflion, is predicted to be locked in 
tbe Iranian part of Pars-Jaooubi 
gas field, said ties Onshore Ofl 
Production Department Director at 
the National Iranian 03 Company 
(NIOC) Ismaeel Jatilian here on 
Monday. 

The quantity of gas in the re- 
gion is believed to be at 500 tril- 
lion cubic feet 

In an exclusive interview with 
IRNA here on Monday, Jatilian 
said that lianas OU Engineeri n g 
and Development Company was 
in enforcing the first 
of a project for the expan- 
sion ofPare-JououbL However; he 
added, Che source to finance the 
following phases of the project 
was not yet available. 

la bium said that Iran and Abu 
Dhabi have undertaken a Joint 


venture to expand -Salmo n gps 
field, which is said to contain 
seven billion dollar worth nanirg i 
gas. 

Salman, he added, one of 
Wao-Kangan layers, has a re- 
serve of 5,240 billion cubic fed of 
gas and over 105 million barrels 

oftiquefiedoiL 

The Iranian official s?V l that 
French TOTAL company was 
now working to exploit the Sirri-E 
and Sirri-A oU fields based on a 
fixed schedule. 

He added that extraction of oil 
from the two oil fields had consid- 
erably increased following explo- 
ration of two extended oU wdls, 
but tO «»imafr preOSC Of 

the fields* deposits required some 
more computation work. 

Elsewhere in his f ema«ine t the 
Iran i an official that his com- 
pany was to set up a complex on 
B andar Abbas (Hommzgan) sea 
shores in order to exploit Sini-A 


and Sirri-E fields. 

He added Untf in light of facili- 
ties provided, the country would 
be fully erasable of b uilding plat- 
forms in the sea and implement 
offshore projects in near firture. 

Jalaiian said t han his com pan y 
bad put the renting of offshore in- 
stallations and oil drilling rigs in 
Sirri-E ami Sirri-A fields on inter- 
national lender. 

The TOTAL company of 
Fiance started work on Sini-A 
and Sirri-E fields in July 1995 for 
a 48 months period. 

Sirri-A oil field is to yield out- 
put from January 1998, while 
Sirri-E from January 1999. 

He said that Ins company 
would in a joint venture with for- 
eign companies exploit Soroush 1 
and Ratal ofl fields, which have a 
reserve of 470 million bands and 
78 million barrels of oil respec- 
tively. 


Inflation 

Under 

Control 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Adoption of oonlrac- 
tional policies by banks has 
checked rale of inflation in Iran 
and increased bank's liquidity. 

Assadollah Monajcmi. Director 
General of the Economic Statistics 
Department of the Central Bank of 
Iran added here Tuesday that the 
inflation rate plunged from 50 per- 
cent to 2S.8 percent dating the 
first eight months of the current 
Iranian year which began March 
20 as compared to the same period 
last year, IRNA reported. 

He said that Iran’s methods and 
yardsticks determining the rate of 
inflation have been confirmed by 
the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF). 

IMF has also requested Iran to 
assist it in determining the rate of 
inflation in some countries, he 
concluded. 


Georgia Wants Iran to Be More 
Active in Its Consumer Markets 


Tehran Times. Service 
TEHRAN - Iranian and Georgian 
heads of the chambers of com- 
merce Ali-Naqi Khamoushi and 
Guram Akhvlediani in their meet- 
ing Wednesday exchanged views 
on the two countries* promotion 
of economic and commerce bilat- 
eral cooperation. 

Khamoushi talcing i nm ftf r ynnf 

the formation of Xiano-Gcorgian 
Joint Chamber of Commerce em- 
phasized on trade exchange 
through the two countries’ cham- 
bers of commerce, in the sectors 


of electromotor industry, technol- 
ogy and supply of consumer 
goods such as foodstuff and cloth- 
ings, IRNA reported 

Akhvlediani referring to the 
saturation of Turkish co mmo dities 
in the Georgian markets called for 
Islamic Republic of Iran to lake an 
active part in the markets of his 
country. 

The Georgian official ex- 
pressed keeness on further promo- 
tion of Irano-Gooigian bilateral 
relations in trade sector particu- 
larly in the oil industry. 


Iranian Diplomat Meets 
Turkmen Official 


M 




Iran Ready to Offer Specialized 
Services to Libya 


Romania Proposes Transport 
Cooperation With Iran 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Industries Munster 
Mohammad-Reza Nematzadeh 
said in a meeting with Libyan 
Prime Minister Abd al-Majid al- 
•Qaoud on Wedenesday that (he Is- 
lamic Republic of ban is ready to 
transfer its know-how's to Libya 

Nematzadeh. mufeHining thf 
need for further expansion of Te- 
hran- Ttiploli cooperation, said 
that besides concluding a contract 
with a Libyan company for the 
construction of a cement factory, 

agreement had been reached with 

Libya for the establishmem of a 
joint Irano-Libya. engineeri n g 
company, IRNA reported. " 

He expressed hope that the es- 
tablishment of the company would 
be important in the promotion of 
mutual economic and industrial 
cooperation. 

Nematdheadch invited ■ AI- 
Qaoud on behalf of First Vice- 
President Hassan Habibi to pay an 
official visit to Tehran. 

f -rv 

The Libyan prime minister 
on his part that sincere* ties be- 
tween Iran and Libya would pave 
a suitable ground for further pro- 
motion of mutual cooperation. 

He said that formation of Te- 
hran-Tripoli Joint Economic Com- 
mission session would pave the 


ground for improvement of mu- 
tual cooperation. 

Al-Qaoud called for fatter ac- 
tivation of the commission and ex- 
pansion of bilateral ties in the 
fields of industry, mines hanking 
commerce and housing. 

He added that bolstering of lies 
among Muslim states, which are 
capable of resolving their own 
problems in light of Islam had 
been the cause for fueling up the 
wrath of the world arrogance and 
theU.S. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - New Romanian Min- 
ister of Transportation, Traian 
Basescu, Tuesday in Bucharest 
voiced his country's readiness to 
cooperate with Iran in the field of 
transportation. 

Malang the remark in a meet- 
ing with Iran’s Ambassador to Bu- 
charest, Mohammad Rcza 
Morshedzadch, Basescu expressed 
hope that agreements on air trans- 
portation and commercial naviga- 
tion will be signed between the 


iron Prepared to Help Romania in 
Road Construction 


two countries in the near future, 
IRNA reported. 

The Romanian minister alg? 
proposed a meeting of transport 
expats of Iran and Romania and 
said that Ids country is ready to 
lease and manufacture locomo- 
tives and a’so establish coopera- 
tion in rad transportation with 
Iran. 

Referring to agree ments 
reached between Iran arri Roma- 
nia at the 1 1th session of Tehran- 
Biicharesl Joint Economic 
Copmmtssfcw. Morshedzadch 
called for acceleration of imple- 
mentation of the articles of the ac- 
cords. 


Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - The new Romanian 
Minister of Transport Teranian 
Basescu in a meeting in Bucharest 
on Tuesday with the I ranian Am- 
bassador to Romania Mohammad- 
Reza Motshed-Zadeh, announced 
. his country’s readiness to cany 
out a joint venture with Islamic 
Iran in the areas of ship and air- 
craft building as well as cooperate 
in the removal of existing obsta- 
cles in the way of road transporta- 
tion between the two nations. 

He also expressed hope that 
Iran-Ro mania agreements on air 
and marine transportation would 


Tehran Tunes Service 
TEHRAN - Iranian Ambassador 
to Ashkhabad Scycd MeWi Mlr- 
Aboutaiebi in separate meetings 
with Turkmen Vice-President for 
Oil and Gas Affairs Sarajayev and 
Foreign Minister and Vice-Presi- 
dent in Charge of Government Af- 
faire Boris Shcikhmoratov on 
Wednesday discussed progress in 
laying gas pipelines for transfer of 
the republic's gas to Iran. 

They also arrange plans for 
visit to Iran of a Turkmen delega- 
tion with an aim to follow up im- 
plementation of the accord 
previously inked in the fields of 
oil and gas. The follow up would 
expedite the laying pipelines for 
transfer of Turkmen gas to Europe 
and die oil session at the mimsste- 
riai level of Iran, Turkmenistan 
and Turkey in Tehran on Decem- 
ber 28-29, IRNA reported. 

Turkmen Vice-President Sara- 
jayev, Oil and Industry Minister 
Oil and Gas Minister Tajanov and 
Deputy Oil Company Valiev are 
to arrive in Tehran on Friday at an 
invitation by Oil Minister Gho- 
lamreza Aqazadeh in order to take 


be finalized in 
IRNA reported. 


a near future. 


Libyan Premier Underlines 
Excellent Iran-Libya Ties 
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Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - In a meeting on 
Wednesday with visiting Iranian 
Minister of Industries Mohammad 
Reza Ne’matzadeh, the L&yan 
Premier AbdaLMafid Qa’oud re- 
ferring to excellent bilateral rela- 
tions noted that there is a proper 
ground for further consolidation 
of cooperation between the two 
countries. 

Tbe Libyan prime minister also 
called for further activation of the 
joint commission of the two coun- 
tries in expanding ties in the fields 
of industry, mining, banking, trade 
and construction projects. IRNA 
reported. 

Tbe Libyan official said ex- 
pansion of tics among Muslim 
countries which prepare tbe 
ground for solving their problems 
in light of Islamic teachings, an- 
noys the world arrogance. He 
stressed that the Muslims should 


take greater steps in this direction 
and thwart enemy’s plots. 

The Iranian minister for his 
part underlined the necessity of 
promotion of ties between Iran 
and Libya and announced readi- 
ness of Iranain experts to transfer 
their know-how to their Libyan 
counterparts. 

The Iranian Minister of Indus- 
tries Nc'matzadeh referring to re- 
cent agreement on construction of 
a cement factory in Libya by 
Iranain experts, told reporters after 
the meeting that the two sides 
have agreed on setting up a joint 
engineering company which is ex- 
pected to contribute to expansion 
of bilateral economic relations. 

The Iranian minister in (he 
meeting aslo conveyed a message 
from Iranian First Vice President 
Hassan Habibi iniviling him to 
visit Iraa 


Basescu said that his country 
was ready to further promote rail- 
road transportation cooperation 
with Islamic Iran, tranfer of tech- 
nology in the manufacture of loco- 
motives and in the renting of (rain 
engines. 

Iran to Set Up a 
Cement Plant in 
Libya 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Iran is to set up a ce- 
ment plant in Zclcilcn of Libya 
based on a comma concluded be- 
tween managing director of Iran's 
Industry Establishment Company 
and director of Libyan Cement 
Company in Libya on Wednesday. 

Based on the contracts, which 
was signed in presence of Iranian 
Industries Minister Mohammad- 
Reza Ncmat/adch and his Libyan 
counterpart Azouz, the company 
would run with a daily capacity or 
3,200 tons of cement witiiing 34 
nionflis, IRNA reported. 

Lauding Iran's expertise in 
tccluucal and industrial fields, 
Azouz said at the meeting that the 
contract could be a prelude to a 
long-term cooperation between 
Iran and Libya 

Ncmat/adch said on his part 
that establishment of lire plant 
would serve as an important step 
in the expansion of Tchran-Tripoli 
cooperation in industrial and tech- 
nical spheres. 


Iran, Armenia for Broadening 
Cooperation 


By Soraya Dezkbankkan 
EREVAN, Armenia — Experts 
committees of Iran and Armenia 
prepare agreements on Tebran- 
Yerevan cooperation in tourism, 
industry, trade, banking, energy 
and petrochemy, at was an- 
nounced here Wednesday night, 
during the first joint session of the 
two co nines' expert committees. 

Some 12 committees will ex- 
plore new avenves for further co- 
operation and coordination of the 


policies of the two countries in 
various areas indudii^ transporta- 
tion, telecommunication, mines as 
well as cultural and scientific 
fields, during the Iranian delega- 
tion’s visit to Armenia. 

After being finalized, the 
agreements will take the seal of 
approual by the two countries' of- 
ficials today. 

Iranian Minister of Finance and 
Economic Affairs Morteza Mo- 
hammad Khan heads the Iranian 
experts delegation. 


part at the tripartite meeting. 

Turkmenistan is to export eight 
billion cubic meters of gas to Iran 
annually through a 200-km gas 
pipelines whose construction was 
started in November. 

Yet in another meeting. 
Miraboutalebi and Sheikhmoratov 
held talks on important regional 
issues, including conclusion of 
Tajikistan peace treaty and out- 
comes Of president Rafsanjani’s 
last week visit to Turkey. 

Iran and Georgia 
Sign Cooperation 
Document 

Tehran Times Service 
TEHRAN - Georgian Minister of 
Foriegn Trade and Economic Re- 
lations {Constantine Zafcfastan- 
isbvili and Iran's Minister of 
Economy and Finanace Morteza 
Mohammadkhan signed an agree- 
ment on Tuesday to promote bilat- 
eral cooperation in trade and 
economic areas. 

Tbe two rides also signed 
seven memoranda of under- 
standing (MOU) in the areas of 
tourism, transportation, energy 
and mine, on supply of high-ca- 
pacity electromotors to the Iranian 
company Molozhcn, supply of 
small -size tractors, cooperation 
between the two countries' cham- 
bers of commerce, and on bousing 
and construction materials, IRNA 
reported. 

The inking of the documents 
by the ministers and heads of the 
lrano-Georgian Joint Commission 
at the end of the visit to Iran by 
the Georgian State Minister Nik- 
olos Lckishvili has been assessed 
important in promoting the bilat- 
eral ties. 


Islamic Republic of Iran 
Construction Jihad Ministry 
Iran Meat Organization 

IMO intends to export its 
fifth lot: 

50,000 HEADS OF LIVESTOCK 

(SHEEP) 

Interested parties can get more information from 
Foreign Trade Department, 7th Floor, No. 663, Dr. 
Shariati Ave., Tehran, or may contact tel nos. 
847923, 854157 Fax: 847559 
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(pictures at a Qtance 


ing cultural ends. 


While our national literature is 
enriched with novice humane sto- 
ries, the Iranian cinema is en- 
trapped into mundane and 
unattractive screenplays. Our na- 
tional cinema should put forward 
the daily affairs of life in lire best 
style possible to make them palpa- 
ble for the public. 

Nowadays, however. Filmmak- 
ing has become epidemic among 
those who know more or less what 
a ‘movie’ is. You have money? 
Then go ahead, no matter what 
you make. 

In no other country in the 
world, neither advanced nor de- 
veloping, making 35 mm films is 
not as easy as Iran. In no other 
country entering the world of pro- 
fessional filmmakers (those who 


earn living by making films) is not 
this much easy. 

The only positive point, mean- 
while, may be for some who mate- 
rialize their whishes. But this very 
positive fact brings about irrepara- 
ble consequences for the cine- 
matic society. 

A couple of non-professional 
non-amateur filmmakers who do 
not know much about film and 
filmmaking have stepped in. 
whose productions can neither at- 
tract moviegoers nor do anything 
for the improvement of the ailing 
film industry of the country. What 
will the consequences be in the 
long ran: hatred, disappointment, 
and un trustfulness of people and 
filmmakers to the cinema and 


cinematic works. 

Dayby day we witness bad box 


The Enemy 


Tehran Times Service 


TEHRAN — No other art has ever 
stood its real stand among the 
nations worldwide as the seventh 
art. the cinema. Due to its 
popularity from the very 
beginning of its birth, the cinema 
Has had and is having its great 
impact on the culture of human 
society. 

Still surprising is the fact that 
cinema movies are among the 
most effective and everlasting 
works of art. 

A glance at the achievements of 
the Iranian cinema specially dur- 
ing the years after the revolution, 
will single out many important 
points: that we have done less to 


picture the culture of Iran and 
revolution; that we have been 
copying Western movies; that 
filmmaking has been and is very 
easy in Iran; that some film direc- 
tors cannot return the loans they 
have been granted; that we see oc- 
casional bad box offices; that we 
bad a sharp growth in quantity 
rather than quality of our produc- 
tions; that ... 


What is clear enough, is the fact 
that responsible authorities of mo- 
tion pictures are not pay ing due 
attention to the rich and ancient 
culture of Iran. This has, in turn, 
impeded the Iranian cinema from 
doing its crucial responsibility, 
which is nothing other than fulfill- 
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Gentle Moon 


office returns — Maah-e Mahra- 
ban (Gentle Moon), Sokoot-e 
Kouhestan (Silence of the Moon: 
tains), Yahya, Doshman (The En- 
emy), etc. are clear examples. Box 
office records reveal only one or 
two good movies in a year — Kha- 
haran-e Ghareeb (Sisters But 
Strangers), Ghazaal \ etc. 

This is a real higgledy-pig- 
gledy situation our cinema is 
straggling with. The weakness in 
financial sector is more outstand- 


ing. 


Silence of the Mountain 


Of course, according to some 
reports, one of the top responsible 
authorities in the film industry has 
given good words of the loans to 
be granted to eligible filmmakers. 


If there were specialized filters 
to scan filmmakers, directors, etc. 
we could ameliorate more or less 
the present hodgepodge. In other 
words, we need filmmakers and 
film directors wire know what film 
and cinema is; who have technical 
know-how in the field; and who 
regard cinema as a sacred means 
for reflecting and introducing Ira- 
nian culture. 


Museum Conserves Ancient Egyptian Tomb Before Nationwide Tour 


PHILADELPHIA — When he 
commissioned construction of his 
tomb some 4,300 years ago. 
complete with intricate carvings 
and paintings.' a high-level 
Egyptian bureaucrat named 
Kapure aimed for immortality. 

it worked, but maybe not quite 
in the way the overseer of the 
treasury had imagined. 

Kapure’s chapel, the public 
area of the limestone tomb where 
visitors would pray and leave of- 
ferings. is being lovingly con- 
served at the University of 
Pennsylvania Museum of Archae- 
ology and Anthropology — its 
home for more than 90 years. 


One wall of the chapel, includ- 
ing 30 stone blocks and a false 
door that weighs more than five 
tons, will be the centerpiece of a 
nationwide tour of 138 Egyptian 
artifacts planned by the museum. 

The tomb of Kapure (pro- 
nounced ka-pooh-rah) was dis- 
covered in the late 19th century in 
the ancient Egyptian cemetery of 
Saqqara. about 12 1-2 miles (20 
kilometers) south of Cairo. The 
chapel was excavated in 1903 and 
sent to the United States the fol- 
lowing year by the Egyptian gov- 
ernment for display at the St. 
Louis exposition. 

The burial cliamber, which was 


behind the false door and where 
Kapure’ s mummy was interred, 
was never disturbed and he likely 
remains in the Egyptian cemetery 
to this day, said Dr. David Silver- 
man. curator of the museum's 
Egyptian section. 

After the world's fair, the 
chapel was purchased by John 
Wanamaker. a Philadelphia de- 
partment store tycoon, and moved 
to the museum. But it sat in crates 
until 1926. when it was finally put 
together and put on display. 



U DHABI — The United Arab 
i rates (UAE) State Marriage 
id has approved giants for 220 
il men lining up for assistance 
reel soaring wedding costs, the 
j -official daily Al-Ittihad said 
rhursday. 

rhe fund, created by UAE 
iident Sheikh Zayed Ibn Sultan 
lahayan five years ago, sp- 
ied 15. 4 million dirhams ($4. 
million) for the would-be 
legrooms after they met its 
iitions, the paper quoted U* 
fs director general, Jamal al- 
, as saying. 

[lie fund grants up to 7D.000 
ams ($19,073) to an applicant 
rided he is a UAE national 


marrying a UAE woman. 

It has a capital of 250 million 
dirhams ($68 million) but is plan- 
ning to boost resources to face 
growing demand, fund officials 
said. 


The fund, which gets its alloca- 
tions from the annual federal 
budget, was established with the 
aim of encouraging local men to 
marry native women by helping 
them in meeting high dowries, the 
money paid by bridegrooms to 
their brides under Islamic law. 
Dowries in the UAE and other oil- 
rich Persian Gulf states can exceed 
100,000 dollars. 


(AFP) 


The tomb remained open lo the 
public unlil 1981, when lire ele- 
ments and vandalism began to 
take their toll and the exhibit was 
closed, said museum conservator 
Lynn Grant 

"People were in the liable of 
leaving us little souvenirs." she 
said, pointing to two names 
scratched in the ancient rock. 

In addition, all of the weight of 
the upper blocks is resting on the 
lower blocks and causing com- 
pressive damage, stress fractures 
and disintegration. There are ap- 
proximately 120 blocks in the 
cliapcl: the largest is the 1 1,220- 
pound (5. 100-kilogram) door and 
the smallest is about 150 pounds 
(70 kilograms).. 

And the natural salt in Uic stone 
is causing it to crumble. 

"Philadclpltia has very humid 
summers and dry winters (and) tiic 
salts Itavc been crystallizing seri- 
ally every winter and pushing the 
surface off." site said, "in some 
places, lfyoujusl touch (the stone) 
it disintegrates into sand. Tim's 


also what's causing the loss of the 
paint." Conservators want lo see 
if they can remove the salts, which 
can be a difficult process. Nor- 
mally. that is done by soaking the 
object in purified water to draw 
them out. 

But limestone is problematic 
because of its natural composi- 
tion, so a company in Westport, 
Connecticut, that specializes in 
conserving monumental stone is 
considering various methods to 
stabilize it. Grant said. One wall of 
the chapel Ins been disassembled 
and moved lo conservation techni- 
cal associates' lab in Connecticut. 
There, the wall is to be conserved 
and a new framework will be built. 

Laic next summer, the con- 
served chapel section will be 
shipped to the Dallas Museum of 
Art for the "searching for ancient 
Egypt" exhibition, scheduled to 
open Sept. 28. After its run in Dal- 
las. the exhibit will travel to Den- 
ver, Seattle, Omaha, Nebraska, 
Toledo, Ohio, and Bir ming ham 
Alabama, before returning to 
Philadelphia in 2000. 

_ The rest of the chape) will be 
conserved as soon as funding is 
available, but probably won't be 


back on full display until the fell 
of 2000, Grant said. 

Ka pure’s tomb chapel, about 
12 feet by 5 feet (4 meters by 1. 5 
meters), was "the high-economy 
model" Of the time, Silve rman 
said. From the Pharaohs to the 
common man, the way and place 
you were buried was important to 
your position in the afterlife. The 
kings had (heir pyramids, and then 
everyone else would be buried in 
hierarchal order in tombs sur- 
rounding the pyramids, he ex- 
plained. 

Kapure’s tomb was built about 
800 years before the reign of King 


Tut. 


The carvings and hieroglyphics 
in Kapure's tomb chapel show his 
name, titles, some prayers and 
many instructions for assisting his 
ka, or inner spirits. ^ 

Some of the hieroglyphic 
show Kapure requesting 1,000 
containers of alabaster, 1,000 of 
fine linen and 1,000 loaves of 
bread. Yet another shows a figure 
butchering an animal, asking for 
the liver and the spleen. 

Grant said she'll be sad to see 
the tomb leave, but knows that 
conservation will help keep it - 
and Kapure’s legacy - around for 
another 4,000 years. 
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On Action 
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etter to reign in hell than 
serve in heaven. 


JOHN MUTON, PartuUsm lorn , 




PARIS —The French government 
intends to privatize its SFP 
Audio-Visual Production House 
by mid-May after giving it a raeH 
injection of 1. 2 billion francs 
($231 million). Culture Minister 
Philippe Douste-Blazy said 
Thursday. 


has been repeatedly stalled sin & 
the process began in July. 


With the new dose of cash, the 
Societe Francaise de Production 
will have cost French taxpayers 3. 
4 billion francs ($653 million) 
since 1990, the minister said. 


Given the two groups’ televi- 
sion know-how —both are share- 
holders in the French pay -TV 
channdCanalPlus-theirbid rep- 
resented the best prospects for the 

future for SFP and its 1 , 000 -od^ 


employees. 

SFP, which makes about 1,700 
hours of prog ramming fnr publfc 


The government said on Tues- 
day that it favored a joint offer 
from two French groups, Havas 
and Generate des Eaux, to acquire 
SFP, the privatization of which 


revenue of about 900 million 
francs. 

Since 1985 it has been running 

at a loss, costing the state 2. 2 
billion francs so fer. 
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Let us take it for granted and wait 
for the bright future in the indus- 
tiy. 

Answerable, however, are 
those fame-seekers who step in the 
industxy, thus ring the first dang^ 
bell for Iranian cinema. 
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' Tehran Tima Service 

FOOTBALL 

Unhappy Return for Shearer 

LONBCW: World ran rt urtkrr Alan Shearer had an unhappy 
raiiini to fonaer chib Blackburn as his faltering NewcasSeside 
Park to le * VB K * via Keegan’i men without a win 

m seven matenou 

*“** «** totooe When 

toey won tlie ffaEtiuc 2-l and effectively ended Newcastle’s title 

* *** Ganacber ^ 

L^OT Liveipool could only draw l-i at home to Leicester, 
£££& TOnd^toced Arena! rank! only drew at Sheffield 
Wednreday. Meanwhile, champions Manchester United crashed 

*?? ground * seven-mniioo-pouS 
stnkaaiidy rale retanungfrom injury to hit the fourth. 

Middleb rough heat everton 4-2 helped by a brace from braziiian 
maestrojanmho, while Coventry beat leeds 3-1 ateUand road. 
A^.V^wawwMe faded to record their sixth straight win as 
they crashed 2-0 at home to Chelsea. 

Hlnchcliffe Out for Season 

LONDON; £o^abd , s World Cup qualification hopes suffered a 
major setback with the news that Everton midfielder Andy 
Hin cfad iff e will Miss the rest of the season with knee ligament 
damage. • 

The 27-year-old Hinddiffe, who made his England debut in the 3-0 
win in Moldova and kept his place for the wins over Poland and 
Georgia, damaged his knee during Everton’s goalies* draw with 
Leeds on Saturday. 

Rangers Streak Clear 

GLASGOW: Rangers showed no let up in their charge to a 
record-equaling ninth successive feagse title with a 4-4) demolition 
of Raith Rovers. 

Captain Richard Gough, England star Paul Gascoigne, German 
midfielder JorgAlbertz and goal-machine Ally McCoist were the 
goalscorers as Rangers brushed aside Rovers with embarrassing 
ease to go 17 points dear. 

Karetnbeu Transfer Saga Continues 

MADRID: Real Madrid are still not certain of duelling the 
transfer of Saxnpdoria 1 * French international Christian 
Karembai, although be will play with his current side in a friendly 
at the Bernaben Stadium on Sunday, a Real official said. 

He said the Italian delegation would travel straight home after the 
match and there would be no time for negotiations. 

Real have beew putting together a bid for stylish midfielder 
Karembai, 25, since the start of the season and he has ■gre ed to 
join them, although rivals Barcdona have also bid for his services. 

TENNIS 

Graf Out of Hop num Cup 

BRUEHL: World number one Steffi Graf has pulled out of next 
week’s Hopman Cup in Perth because of a virus, her manager 
HaasEngert said. 

But Eagert said Graf would be fit to play in the Australian Open 
in Melbourne which begins on January 13. 

CRICKET 

Dismal Engfand Put Zimbabwe in Control 

HARARE: A dismal England batting display allowed Zimbabwe 
to take a stranglehold of the second test here. 

When bad Gght stopped play 48 minutes early England were 
tottering on 137-9, just 10 runs short of the previous lowest score 
of 147 made by Pakistan against Zimbabwe in tests in 1993. 
England, who lost three wickets ■ each session, did much to 
undermine their own cause with an abject poor batting 
performance. 

AH nine batsmen contributed to tbeir own downfidl and. only John 
Crawley, with a fighting unbeaten 37 off 133 balls m nearly three 
hours, played an innings of substance. 

Prasad Spearhead's Indian Broadside 

DURBAN: The first day of the first test between South Africa and 
India belonged to the tourists — more especially paceman 
Venkatcash Prasad. 

At the dose, India had weathered two obligatory overs for two 
without loss after Prasad’s five wicket haul provided the 
spearhead which had the home side all out for 235. 

Prasad and his new ball partner Javagal Srinath proved more 
than a handful for the South Africans on a wdl-grassed kingsmead 
trade, Prasad aiding with 5-60 and Srinath with 2-36. 

Embarrassment for PakisUm 

BR1SBANEF: Pakistan’s cricket tour of Australia lurched into 
further crisis with another one-day mauling, this time by Sheffield 
shield leaders Queensland. 

The Pakistanis, seeking wiatrh practice in the Icad-up to tbeir New 
Year’s day limited-over international with Australia in Sydney, 
crashed to a 63-run defeat . 

Chasing 187 to win, Pakistan were bowled out for 123 in the 39th 
over. a 

Pakistan’s defeat comes five days after their abysmal innings 
defeat to .Tasmania when they were bundled out for 67 in their 
second innin g*- 

RUGBY 

Mutter Set for Toulouse Debut 

PARIS: South Africa’s Pieter Muller is set to mate his debut for 
Toulouse against Paris University dub iu the French cup on 
Sunday following his move from the Australian Super League 
Muller, recruited last month, has also been given the gram ugbt to 
play in the second half of the league season by the 
federation. 
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LONDON — Manchester United 
jumped to third in the English soc- 
cer standings Thursday after scor- 
ing a 4-0 victory at last place 
Nottingham Forest while leader 
Liverpool was held 1-1 at home 
by modest Leicester. 

Andy Cole, back in action after 
breaking two bones in his leg. 
scored United's fourth at the city 
ground where David Beckham, 
Nicky Butt and Ole Gunnar 
Solskjaer also hit the back of the 
Forest neL 

The reds, who scored a 5-0 vic- 
tory ova Sunderland Saturday, 
have netted nine without reply in 
their last two league The 

results mean they now have 34 
points from 19 games and have a 
match in band on Liverpool, 
which has 39. 

Liverpool fell behind to Leices- 
ter at Airfield where Steve 
Claridge gave the visitor the lead 
but Stan Co Dy more equalized 10 
minutes from the end. Top scorer 
Robbie Fowler pulled out of the 
Liverpool lineup after picking up 
an ankle injury just before kickoff. 

Second place Arsenal had the 
chance to cot Liverpool's lead to 
one point by heating mid-stand- 
ings Sheffield Wednesday at 
Hillsborough later Thursday. 

Ono-time leader Newcastle 
slipped further out of contention 
after losing 1-4) at lowly Black- 
burn, where Kevin Gallacher 
scored the only goal 15 minutes 
from the end. Newcastle now is 
sixth and eight points behind the 
leader. 

Gianfranco Zola scored both 
goals as Chelsea ended Aston 
Villa’s run of five wins in a row in 
a 2-0 victory at Villa Park. Chel- 
sea also is eight points off* the lead 
but now has won two in a row af- 
ter five without a win. 

Brazilian star Jumnho scored 
twice on his return to the Middles- 
brough lineup after injury as 
Bryan Robson's ream scored its 
first win in 13 league games with 
a 4-2 beating of Everton. 

More grim news for Everton 
was that Ra gland inte rn ational 
Andy Hinchclifle had been ruled 
out for the rest of the season be- 
cause of knee ligampnf damage. 

Leeds' tun of five games with- 
out conceding a goal ended dra- 

Surgery for 
Hornets Forward 
Burrell 

CHARLOTTE, North Carolina — 
Charlotte Hornets forward Scott 
Burrell will undergo arthroscopic 
surgery Friday to repair tom carti- 
lage in his right knee and is ex- 
pected to mis the next six to eight 
weeks. 

Burrell suffered the injury on 
Sunday in Boston. The procedure 
will be performed by team doctor 
Glenn Perry at the Carolinas 
Medical Center. 

The 25-year-old Burrell is av- 
eraging 5J2 points and 2.8 re- 
bounds in 25 games this season 
He missed the final 52 games last 
season due to a dislocated right 
shoulder and the last 13 in 1994- 
95 because of a partially tom right 
achiltes tendon 

“This is a tough setback for 
Scott because he had worked so 
hard to get back and was starting 
to get his timing back and fed 
comfortable on the floor;*' said 
Hornets Coach Dave Co wens. “I 
know from bis previous injuries 
be will work hard during rehab 
and make a big contribution to our 
team in the second half of the sea- 
son (Aff ') 


matically with a 3-1 loss at home 
to lowly Coventry. 

After Brian Deane had put 
Leeds ahead, Coventry hit back to 
score through Darren Huckerby, 
Dion Dublin and Gary McAllis- 
ter's penalty. Leeds also had a 
spot kick but sky blues veteran 
*keeper Steve Ogrizovic saved it 

Steffen Iversen, a 2.6-million- 
pound (S 42 million) transfer 
from Eurpopean Champions Cup 


tional record 300 billion pesetas 
on players over the summer, Span- 
ish dubs are set to splash out 
nearly half as a gpin on rein- 
forcements now the country’s 
transfer market has reopened. 

Under league rules, players 
with less than five games to their 
credit can change team in the 
month from December 15. And 
the wealth of talent at the big sides 
means that the mmi available for 
transfer could themselves form an 
all-star lineup. 

The top three teams in the 
league alone have four goalkeep- 
ers with caps for their countries 
sidelined and ready to move on 

Some sides have already 
bought foreign players, but are yet 
to incorporate them. John Toshack 
hopes that Deportivo Coruna's 
- lade of bite in front of goal will be 
ended by Renaldo, whose transfer 
from Atictico Mineiro was agreed 
several months ago. 

The Brazilian striker — who 
has excited interest from Italian 
sides — arrives at Deportivo to- 
gether with three other foreigners 
who have cost 2.15 billion pesetas 
(15.5 million). 

The surfeit of stars at the dub 
has already produced complaints 
from expensive signings who fed 
they are not playing enough, and 
the problems are bound to in- 
crease. 

Several players will have to 
move on to allow space in the 
squad for the new arrivals, as 
Spanish teams have a limit of 25 
first team squad-members. 

Real Madrid are faced by an 
excess of talent between the posts. 

After nearly a decade bolding 
down the number one shirt at the 
Bernabeu Stadium, veteran Paco 
Buyo looked likely to cede his 
place to Spanish international sub- 
stitute Santiago Canizares. 

However both men have had to 
play second fiddle this season to 
newly signed former German in- 


quarterfinal ist Rosenborg scored 
his first two goals for Tottenham 
in a 3-1 victory over Southampton 
at White Hart Lane. 

Late goals by Richard Ord and 
Craig Russell gave Sunderland a 
2-0 victory over Derby. 

Bolton returned to the top of 
division one with a 2-1 victory at 
last place Grimsby while Barnsley 
tumbled 1-0 ai Stoke. 

Scottish titlist Rangers scored a 


temational Bodo Illgner 

Barcelona’s own goalkeeping 
crisis was one of quantity rather 
than quality until Vitor Baia 
joined tire chib in the close-sea- 
son. 

Baia’s hold over the first-team 
place has left reserve keeper Car- 
los Bicquets and former Spanish 
international Julen Lopetegui 
wondering where their future lies. 
A fourth keeper; Mariano Angoy, 
gave up the fig h earlier this sea- 
son and now plays as a kicker for 
an American football team. . 

Barcelona’s free-spending 
Rummer has left a number of play- 
ers in other positions ready to 
move on from the Camp Nou. 

Croatian midfkdler Robert 
Prosineckr was tired of struggling 
even to make the substitutes’ 
bench, and has moved to Sevilla 
for an estimated 300 pesetas (23 


TOKYO — Four Japanese cities 
and six prefectures (states) re- 
ceived a Christmas present 
Wednesday from the nation's soc- 
cer governing body — news that 
they will be hosts for 2002 World 
Cup Games. 

Japan is sharing the host role 
for the 2002 World Cup, the first 
to be held in Asia, with South Ko- 
rea. Each is to have 32 of the final 
round games, and FIFA, soccer's 
wo rid governing body, told each 
to prepare at least six stadiums 
and at most 10. 

Keita Yamashita, a spokesman 
of the Japan Football Association, 
said its 22-member Executive 
Committee decided to stage games 
in the cities of Sapporo. Yoko- 
hama, Osaka and Kobe and the 
prefectures of Miyagi, Ibaraki, 
Saitama, Niigata, Shizuoka and 
Oita. 


4-0 victory over Raith with goals 
from Richard Gough, Paul Gas- 
coigne, Jorg AJbcrtz and Ally 
McCoist 

That put Waller Smith’s team 
17 points clear although second 
place Celtic had the opportunity to 
cut lhal to 14 later Thursday by 
winning at third place Aberdeen. 
Even then. Celtic still has two 
more games in hand. 


well as selling. 

Nigerian winger Emanuel 
Amunike has arrived from Sport- 
ing Lisbon, and (he Catalan club 
continues to pursue Sampdoria’s 
Christian Karembeu,' despite as- 
surances from the French mid- 
fielder that he wants to go to Real 
Madrid. 

Meanwhile news of offers from 
other clubs has prompted Bar- 
celona to double Ronaldo's salary 
and anchor the brilliant young 
Brazilian with a new multibillion 
Peseta contract 

Anyone now warning to buy 
the entire Barcelona squad would 
be contractually bound to pay fifty 
billion pesetas. 

Even Real Madrid’s star-stud- 
ded lineup can’t match that 

But Real are continuing to look 
for talent in Brazil, and right-back 
Cesar Prates of Interaacional de 
Potto Alegre is a likely signing in 
the near future. (Reuter) 


Kobe was devastated by an 
earthquake in January 1995 that 
killed more than 6,000 people. 
Sapporo was lust to the 1972 
Winter Olympics. 

In decisions aimed in part at 
ensuring regional balance, the cit- 
ies of Kyoto^and Hiroshima and 
the prefectures of Aomori, Chiba 
and Aichi failed in their bids, 
Yamashita said. 

Fifa has specified that each sta- 
dium must accommodate more 
than 40,000 spectators. The semi- 
finals and finals will be held at a 
stadiu m that can hold more than 
60.000. 

The opening ceremony is to be 
staged in South Korea, and the fi- 
nal match and closing ceremony 
are to be held in Japan, but the 
host city for the final has yet to be 
named. (Ap) 


(AP) 

Spanish Clubs Set for Fresh Spending Spree 

MADRID — After spending a na- 


million). 

But Barcelona are buying as 


Japan Chooses 10 Sites for 2002 
World Cup 
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TEHRAN (Dec. 25) - President Akbar Hashemi Rafcanjani receives members of the ' 
Headquarters for Illiteracy Campaign. 


Egypt Opposes Arms 
Embargo on Sudan 


Netanyahu 
Not Giving 
Back Golan 

BAIT-UL-rMOQ ADDAS — Syria 
has signaled that it is ready to re- 
sume peace talks with Israel at the 
end of next month, Israel ra di o re- 
ported Friday. 

Syrian Foreign Minister Farouk 
al-Shaara told French President 
Jacques Chirac during a visit to 

Paris Iasi wed that Damascus was 
willing \o resume negotiations, the 
report said. 

Israeli-Sy nan peace talks broke 
down early this year. Syria de- 
mands ilia! Israel return all of the 
Golan Heights, the strategic pla- 
teau it captured in the 1967 
Mldeasi war and later annexed 
Israel's hardline Prime Minis- 
ter, Benjamin Netanyahu, has said 
be would consider some territorial 
compromise in exchange for 
peace, but not give back all of the 
plateau. (ap) 


MOSCOW — Tough-talking for- 
mer army General Alexander Le- 
bed biinchflri an offensive a gainst 
the Kremlin Friday by rallying his 
political troops to form a party he 
hopes will propel him to the presi- 
dency. 

Some 146 delegates from 
movements which support Lebed 
gathered in Golitisino, west of 
Moscow, to formally announce 
the setting up of the Russian Re- 
publican People’s Party (RRPP). 

“We shall unite those who 
share our convictions and are dis- 
appointed both in the communists 
and in the democrats," Lebed said 
in an interview Friday with the 
daily Nezavisimaya Gazeta 

The new grouping was dearly 
expected to aid Lebed, who has 
practically sunk into oblivion 
since October after enjoying a po- 
litical-high as head of Russia’s 
powerful Security Council and 
chief mediator in the Chechen 
conflict 

Earlier this year the former 
general forced media and political 

attention when he came third in 
the first round of June presidential 
polls and later concluded a land- 
mark peace agreement with 
Chechens in August 

But lus abrasive, loose-cannon 
style and openly stated ambition 


CAIRO -— Egypt opposes an arms 
embargo on Sudan's government 
because it would benefit seces- 
sionist rebels in southern Sudan, a 
senior Egyptian official as re- 
ported Thursday as saying. 

“In spite of our opposition to 
the policies of the Sudanese re- 
gime, we ngect the imposition of 
an aims embargo on Sudan be- 
cause such an embargo would de- 
prive the government of aims but 
would not block the provision of 
aims to southern secessionists," 
Osama al-Baz, advisor to Egyp- 
tian President Hosni Mubarak, 
was quoted by the MENA news 
agency as saying. 

Baz, who spoke Thursday night 
at a gathering organized by Giza 

Province, was referring to the Su- 
dan People’s Liberation Army 
(SPLA), headed by John Garang, 
which has been fighting Khartoum 
since 1983 for the right of setf-de- 


to succeed Boris Yeltsin as Rus- 
sian president earned him few al- 
lies willun the Kremlin. In 
October be was openly disavowed 
by Yeltsin and sacked from his 

pOSt (AFP) 

3 Firebombs 
Tossed at 
Soldiers 

AL-KHALIL, West Bank — Pal- 
estinians threw three firebombs at 
soldiers guarding a Jewish enclave 
in A1 -Khalil on Friday, causing no 
injuries or damage in the fourth 
such incident in four days, wit- 
nesses said. 

Soldiers rounded up about 15 
Palestinian men for questioning 
following the attack, which coin- 
cided with ongoing negotiations 
over Israel’s delayed hand over of 
this West Bank city to Palestinian 
rule, the witnesses said. 

Incidents involving A1 -Khalil’s 
400 zealous Jewish settlers and 
120,000 Arab residents have esca- 
lated since negotiations on the 
transfer of power in the city accel- 
erated earlier this week with a 
summit meeting between Israeli 
Prime Minister Benjamin Netan- 
yahu and Palestinian President 
Yasser ArafaL (AFP) 


termination for the south of the 
country, which Is predominantly 
Christian and ammist 

The United Nations imposed 
diplomatic sanctions on Sudan in 
May tor not extraditing three 
Egyptian activists to Ethiopia after 
an assassination attempt there 
against Mubarak in 1995. 

(AFP) 

(Cantd from Pg. 1) 

ARAFAT... 

it a meeting with the prime minis- 
ter to finish things," Palestinian 
Security Chief JabrS Rajoub told 
journalists. 

Rajoub made the comments af- 
ter meeting Netanyahu in Bait-ul- 
Moqaddas with other Palestinian 
security negotiators to work out 
remaining issues in the talks on 
the handover of Al-Khalil, the last 
West Bank city still under Israeli 
occupation. 

Netanyahu advisor Danny 
Naveh did not confirm the meet- 
ing with ArafaL ‘This was a good 
meeting. There will be other meet- 
ings at a higher level, but there are 
no dales set.’’ be said after the 
talks. 

Rajoub said the two sides were 
“veiy close to reaching an agree- 
ment" on the Al-Khalil redeploy- 
ment *T think we will conclude 
during the next week." he said. 

Israel and the Palestinians have 
held almost three months of gruel- 
ing talks to find a formula to allow 
an Israeli troop withdraw in Al- 
Khalil, after Netanyahu demanded 
stronger security guarantees for 
400 Jewish settlers living in the 
city. 

(AFP) 


{Contd from Pg. 1) 

ARMENIA... 

Iranian Minister of Finance and 
Economic Affairs Morteza Mo- 
hammad Khan, Deputy Foreign 
Minister for Euro-Amcrican Af- 
fairs Mahmoud Vaezi, and Deputy 
Oil Minister Rahgozar accompa- 
nied Habibi on his visit 


(Contd from Pg. i) 

YELTSIN... 

quoted Yeltsin as saying 

Russian officials have said U's 


Lebed Launches Political 
Crusade With New Russian Party 


trip is aimed mainly at paving the 
way fora planned visit by Chinese 
President Jiang Zemin in 1997. 

Beijing's official Xinhua news 
agency said on Friday that C h i na . 
Russia and three other former So- 
viet republics of Kazakhstan, Kyr- 
gyzstan arid Tajikistan have 
readied a comprehensive accord 
on reducing forces along their bor- 
ders. 

Xinhua said the agreement was 
reached in Beijing but gave no de- 
tails about the timing or extent of 
troop reductions and did not say 
when a formal pact would be 
signed. 

Chernomyrdin was also due to 
meet Li on Friday and was ex- 
pected to arrange to hold regular 
talks with the Cliinese premier, 
selling up the level of relations 

that Moscow now has with only 
the United Slates and France. 

Yeltsin, who underwent quin- 
tuple heart bypass surgery in No- 
vember and returned to work on 
Monday, has said more than once 
that he seeks a strategic partner- 
ship between Russia and China. 

But Yeltsin has ruled a revival 
of the close political and military 
allianc e that had existed between 
Moscow and Beijing in 1950s and 
degenerated in the mid-1960s Into 
two decades of bitter rivalry for 
leadership in the communist 
world. 

Russia's desire to develop 
close links with China has fol- 
lowed NATO's plans to expand 
eastwards by admitting Moscow's 
Cold War allies in eastern Europe 
as members of the alliance. 

Russia also views China as a 
key trading partner and both coun- 
tries have shown interest in up- 
grading economic ties which have 
failed to keep pace with an im- 
provement in political links. 

China and Russia are working 
on a plan to increase cross-border 
trade by setting up a special zone 
in the northeastern Chinese city of 
Suifenbc that would allow free 
movement for traders. 

The two nations are also nego- 
tiating over major deals from nu- 
clear power plants to a natural gas 

pipeline, but political analysts said 
Li’s visit was unlikely to yield a 
breakthrough. 

Russia has proposed building a 
pipeline to carry Siberian natural 
gas to China and is seeking a role 
in China’s huge Three Gorges 
Dam project It is also keen to sell 
military and civil aircraft to China. 

First Oeupty Prime Minister 
Alexei Bolshakov, quoted by In- 
terfax news agency, said Russia 
and China planned to sign several 
documents during Li’s visit con- 
cerning planned sales of Russia’s 
SU-27 fighters. He gave no de- 
tails. 

(Rented 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

OSCE... 

mission to Belgrade; scene of 
daily anti-government protests. 
Gonzalez urged the Serbian 
authorities to respect the will of 
the people expressed at the ballot 
box. 

Belgrade has witnessed five 
weeks of mass protests since the 
election results were cancelled. 

The Organization for Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(OSCE) had been called in by 
Milosevic to review the Novem- 
ber 17 elections, and it had been 
expected to support opposition 
claims of ballot fraud. 

In Belgrade, opposition leaders 
immediately called on Milosevic 


to accept the OSCE findings. 

“If Milosevic refuses, be will 
bring discredit cm our country and 
worsen the political crisis," Zoran 
Djindjtc, a leading light in the To- 
gether Opposition Coalition said. 

Last week Yugoslav Foreign 
Minister Milan Mfiutinovic said 
the elections coukl be rescheduled 
if the OSCE found new evidence 
of fraud. 

But the authorities have since 
taken a harder line, after a pro- 
government rally on Tuesday was 
dwarfed by a rival opposition pro- 
test. ■ 

Prior to presenting his findings 
to OSCE chief Flavio Cotti, Gon- 
zalez, a former Spanish prime 
minister, said: *T am by nature op- 
timistic, but the problem is com- 
plex." 

(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 1) 

ISRAELI... 

Shahor had also beaded the ci- 
vilian affairs committee in nego- 
tiation with the Palestinians on 
extending autonomy to the West 
Rank city ofAJ-Khiflbut was sus- 
pended in November for having 
met privately with former Prime 
Minister Peres without having in- 
formed his superiors. 

“General Shahor had waited 
tor things to cahn down a bit be- 
fore leaving the amor," spokes- 
man Shlomo Dior told AFP. “He 
also wanted to wart for the nego- 
tiations on the army redeployment 
from Hebron, in which he bad 
played a central role, to neareom- 
ptetkm,’' hesakL 

Montechai issued a statement 
accepting the resignation “with 
regret" and praising Shahor for 
his 36 years of army service. 

(AFP) 


(Contd from pg. 1) 

BAHRAINI... 

The authorities then ordered 
Shia leaders to stop political 
preaching in the mosques after the 
resumption in late December 1995 
of demonstrations prompted by 
the Shia opposition. 

At the beginning of prayers on 
Friday, riot police a tt acke d the 
faithful with robber bullets and 
tear gas, and hundreds of people 

passed out, residents contacting 
from Nicosia said. 

During the attack, Scyyed 
Jawad al-Wedai, one of the top 
Shia religious leaders, was man- 
handled by the police, residents 
said. 

For the Hurd Friday in a row, 
the authorities closed most of the 
Shia mosques, notably those of 
Al-Sadoq. in the Manama neigh- 
boihoood of Al-Quful. Karfoabad, 
west of the capital, asxl Diraz, 
even farther west, were also 
closed, forcing Shia Muslims who 
wanted to attend prayers to go to 
Ras al -Roman, Manama’s largest 
Shia mosque, which is near the 
British Embassy. 

The mosques were closed to 
head off aim -government demon- 
strations as part of security meas- 
ures taken ahead of the National 
Day, December 16. 


(AFP) 

(Contd from Pg. 7) 

HONORING— 

So. experience and expression 
arc supremely important, to being 
wcll-conncclcd with our inner 
life. It is not just an issue of danc- 
ing on the surface of ouremotions 
and saying "Yes. I'm angry. Yes. 


I'm hurt". Thai is not being m m 
contact with what you arc feeling. 

You need to get in there and own 
il.-and lake the responsibility for 
ii. and not lie to yourself or any- 
body else about it- and not Take it 
with some kind of glib facile easy 
dismissal. 

And just as wc don’t want to 
dismiss emotions wc also don't 
want to dismiss thoughts. For ex- 
ample. you might be a happily 
married woman who sometimes 
feels: "There is something miss- 
ing in my life." You don’t want to 
think about that It opens doors 
that might scareyou a little bit So 
you never get around to say: 

"Hey. Wait a minute. It doesn’t 
mean I don’t love my husband. It 
doesn't mean I am not happy. 

What might be missing. If I don't 
take the trouble to check out the 
thought, to go inside to look at it 
I would never discover the possi- 
ble solutions that exist And I can 
have the frustration that get worse 
and worse and in fact poisons ray 
relationship when it didn't need 
to. Because J didn't take the tune 


to say “Hay. Wait a minute. What 1 
is this? Let me look at this. Don't 
let me be quick to assume I'm 
being irrational or it's all a hallu- 
cination, or even if it is real, there 
arc no answers?” 

My experience as a psycho- 
therapist is that, most of the tune 
there are answers and there tare 
solutions which people never get 
to. because they never stop long 
enough to look at thoughts that.£ 
might at first glance appear tn>u- 
• blcsome or even threatening. 

There is a kind of meditation 
that I myself practice a good deal 
and 1 recommend it to my clients 
in therapy and now I am recom- 
mending it to you as a way of life 
because it is a very good strategy . 
for enhancing self-awareness and 
for connecting to the deeper lev- 
els of your own internal life. And 
it goes simply like this: 

Sit quietly. Close your eyes. 

And begin to breathe deeply and 
. gently -through your mouth into 
your stomach, into your center. 

And for a minute or two just be 
aware of your breathing. And fol- 
low iL all the way in and all the 
way down, as you send to your- 
self. as you experience yourself. 

And begin to notice any thoughts 
that might float past your mind.'* 
any emotions that might arise in 
you. and follow your own breath- 
ing. and notice what comes up for 
you. what seems paramount, what 
seems dominant, — thoughts, 
images, memories, emotions. And 
on any particular day, you might 
be surprised, because you might 
just get pleasantly calmer, but you 
might suddenly find yourself with 
tears in your eyes. or. you might 
find yourself becoming a little an- 
gry or. you might find yourself 
becoming excited or, you might'* 
find yourself becoming unexpect- 
edly euphoric or unexpectedly 
sad. And you don’t want to run 
from any of that You just want to 
experience it, and watch it. And 
breathe into it and get to know 
about all the emotional richness 
that you cany within yourself. 

The self is a vast continent* 
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Greek Press Positive to 

Iraniafr Mediation Offer 
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11 **; ATHENS — Commenting on Tur- 
key’s acceptance of an Iranian pro- 

:•,. posal to mediate between Athens 
and Ankara, Greek dailies on 
Tuesday said the recent visit of 
Iranian President Akbar Hashemi 
•>v Rafasnajani to Ankara contributed 
to the change in Turkey’s stan^, 
"Well-informed sources stress 
^ that the first contacts Tehran had 
with Ankara were not encouraging, 
but there was a change of climate 
-. during the visit of Iran’s president 
, . to finkey." noted (he influential 
moraiitg daily Kathimerini. 

On Sunday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati said in 
, Tehran that .Ankara has welcomed 

Iran’s mediation proposal to settle 

Turkey's dispute with Greece and 
; Syria. 

Velayati said a delegation will 

be dispatched to Athens in the near 

future to discuss the issue with 
,■• Greek officials. 

■0 Greek radio and television sta- 
•. do® gave wide coverage to the 
Iranian proposal. 

An Iranian Embassy source in 
. Athens told IRNA today that he 
; had no information when the Ira- 
nian delegation would come to 
Greece. 

However, the source, who 
; spoke on condition of anonymity, 
speculated that Velayati himself 
would raise the mediation proposal 
with Greek officials during his 
visit to Athens in January. 

Foreign ministers of Armenia, 
Georgia, Greece and Iran are to 


meet m Athens next month to pro- 
mote regional cooperation for 
peace and stability. 

Under a report entitled "Why 
Not?", mass-selling afternoon 
daily EleJUterotypia noted that 
Greek Foreign Minister Theodores 
Pangatos had described the Iranian 
proposal to mediate between 
Greece and Turkey during his visit 
to Tehran last Augustas "positive." 
On Monday Greek government 
Spokesman Dimitris Reppas said. 
If a delegation from Iran wants to 
visit Athens, Greece will listen to 
its views bccauselhere is no reason 

to reject any effort before the fact." 

On the basis of our positions we 

are open to seeing what each initia- 
tive is. Reppas added. 

Another afternoon paper, 
Exousia, said, "According to avail- 
able information, Ankara at first 
^c^cted with special reservation to 
the mediation proposal, fearing 
Iran’s ‘partial* stance in favor of 
Greece, due to the good relations 
between the two countries which 
were strengthened during the Yu- 
goslavia crisis, and verified by the 
recent trip of Theodoras Pangalos 
to Tehran." But Turkey's change 
of possition seems to inrlton^ that 
it has received certain necessary 
guarantees from the Iranian gov- 
ernment," Exousia added. 

Greece and Turkey are at o dds 
over differences on the seabed in 
the Aegean, the Cyprus problem, 
and minority issues. 

(IRNA) 


TEHRAN — P® 58- rcs * slance of die people 

Friday oravt>r r a* ? ubsl * tlJte in the regional countries against the 
E^I- crones of tbe Zionist iqghneand 
addressln g <*“ 1* U S. pressures saves as an ex- 

^U^ “i^Zl Te - 31,11,16 ° f I* PoBilSl 

noted that, today ^ * Ware ““- ,he a y a “>«®“ said, 

tries areshmti^l' • WB f Id coua " stressing that the Muslim nations 

sssSa 

esssri 

He added that_ d- cn if» Ayatollah Emanti Kashani also 

mounting corruption, war and Sj*®? °* ^ Prcsidem Hashemi 
bloodshed in diffLn parts of tof Visil to T ' uke * 

world, the people are^Muirin* 8 ' gmng ^ “gmficant ac- 

more understanding arxl aware - 


Primakov’s visil to Tehan. He unr 
de rimed that the world media re- 
gard (lie above important 
developments as slaps on the face 
of America. 

The prayer leader further em- 
phasized that, although the rate of 
crime committed by lire arrogant 
powers is rising, the people are re- 
sisting lire opprcsssion and tyranny 
of the global arrogance. The disil- 
lusionment of the masses across 
the world with the Western civili- 
zation, he added, leads the people 
toward the right path and prepares 
them for the messianic return of 
Imam Mahdi (AS), the Twelfth 
Imam of the Infallible Household 
of the Hob' Prophet (S). 


M ° unam oi me intallible Househol 

Motamtnoil! Araqb 40,000 Mosques to "Talik Preside 
Be Dosted, Sprayed With Rose-Wotef Russia for Th, 

TmUftS* Serv£em government authorities have been DUSHANBE “ President 
- The head of Islamic formed to dust the mosques before Imoina,i Rakhmanov here on 

jT^galion Organization (IPO). beginning of the Muslim holv ’ n,ureda y thanked Iran and Russia 

nojjatoleslam Mohammadi Araqi month of Ramazan, which com- for their mediation between Tajik 

said that some 40,000 mosques meoces on Jan. II, 1997. belligerent sides, which led to con- 

across thecountry will be dusted The hojjatoleslam further dusk>n of 80 agreement andana- 
anu sprayed with rose-water in tlx: pointed out that mosques are ecu- 1401131 reconciliation accord in the 

froni *n. 1-10, 1997 with ters for (he dissemination of Is- republic, 

the help of the people and the gov- lamic values and noted that some Rakhmanov. who was speaking 

emment authorities. 20,000 preachers and clergy men ta a ^“P of Tajik sportsmen, said 

Matin* th* 816 to be appointed to the ^ 11 K 18811 l “ lle to f o | give and 

mosques which do not have pray foW ead* other's faults, bnrsh 
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Committee of 
Islamic Countries’ 
Parliaments to 
Meet in Sudan 

KHARTOUM — The second 
meeting of the coordinating com- 
mittee of Islamic Countries Pariia- 
mentary Union will be held in 
Sudan within two months. 

This was announced here Tues- 
day by Iran's ambassador to Su- 
dan, Mchdi Maxvi. in a meeting 
with the licadof the foreign depart- 
ment of the committee, Moham- 
mad Sliakcr al-Saraj. 

The first meeting of the com- 
mittee was held in Tehran last 
month. (IRNA) 

4. 2 Richter 
Earthquake |otts 
Yasuj, South of Iran 

YASUJ — A tremor measuring 4 2 
degrees on open-ended richtcr 
jolted Yasuj and (he nearby vil- 
lages today at 12:47:42 hours local 
time (09:17:42 GMT) the seis- 
mograph! cal base of the geophys- 
ics institute of Tehran University 
registered tbe epicentre of the 
tremor as 600 krus southwest of the 
capital, in the vicinity of Yasuj. 

Yet no report on possible casu- 
alizes or damage to properties was 
reported, said the officials in the 
provincial natural disaster head- 
quarters at the office of the gover- 
nor general of Kohldluyeh and 
Boyeraluund. orna) 


Muslims Worldwide Celebrate Imam 
Mahtli’s (AS) Birth Anniversary 


TEHRAN — Muslims in Rome, 
Ash kh abad. Moscow, Kiev, Paris 
" an d Kuala Lumpur celebrated the 
:• M62nd birth annivesaiy of the 
last Imam of Prophet Moham- 
mad's infallible household Hazrat 
: Mahdi (May God hasten his reap- 
perance) on Thursday. 

A large of number of Iianiacs 
residing in the c&es and lovers of 
Imam Mahdi (May God expedite 
his reappearance) gathered at 
mosques and the Iranian Embas- 
sies, cultural centers and consu- 
lates uuhe capital cities to mark the 
occasion. 

Tbe preachers at the ceremonies 
dwelt on characteristics of the last 


Imam of Muslims. 

Moreover, Muslims in antra l 
Asian republics of Kyrgyzstan, 
Kazakhstan, Uzbekistan and Azer- 
baijan held glorious ceremonies 
both on Wednesday and Thursday 
to celebrate birth anniversaxy of the 
last Imam of Prophet Moham- 
mad's infallible household, Hazrat 
Mahdi (AS) savior of the world 
(May God hasten his reappear- 
ance). 

Central Asian Muslims at- 
tended the celebrations^ which 
were held on the occasion at Ira- 
nian Embassies, cultural centers, 
consulates, educational complexes 
and other institutions. orna) 


to (4e woishippeis at katas. He added that the JPOof 

added i tatto all pnSSdte SrfLtT” 5 " * to 

leams comprised of’SepwofeTiS Z*!*””* ^ f 

(Contd from Pg. 2) He said what the region really 

KTIARR A 71 a^ds is peace and stability, bul 

• ^AiAKKAZU. there arc certain dements who are 

solution to the current problem Si*” 8 ,0 .“ lc ! te 11,6 wtgbboring 

would be for theSSto «■**»* S 

recognize the strategic role that states ^ ^ ne,8hboril « 

Iran plays in the rKton, to accent viL. . . 

that Iran is an Isbmir nation and ,|J? arraZI 0 ° nc,uded that since 

finally it must respect Islamic and 

natio nal values rands, wc are against the ongo- 

The Iranian UN permanent ren- Middle Easl peace process.- 
resemative stated that (he Iranian 
ummah attached great importance 
to the Islamic teachings and they 
want to have relations with these 
countries which respect their relig- 
ious values. 

Asked whether Iran does not 
pose a threat to (he Persian Gulf 
stitfes as Islamic Iran is trying to 
beef up its navy, Kharrazi pointed 
out that Iran has taken such a 
measure for its defense purposes 
against the U.S. new warships 
which have come to (he Persian 
Gulf from other continents as Iran 
considers such a military move a 
serious threat to its national inter- ' 
est. *;> 
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Tajik President Thanks Iran, 
Russia for Their Peace Efforts 

DUSHANBE - Tajik President national duty, try to fully support 
Imomali Rakhmanov here on and build peace. 

Thursday thanked Iran and Russia He said that December 23 is a 
for their mediation between Tajik historical day for Tajik nation, 
belligerent sides, which led to con- when the peace deal was signed, 
elusion of an agreement and ana- Consequently, this day should be 
tional reconciliation accord in the honored 

rcp ^ b J i f He added that the nation was 

Rakhmanov, who was speaking shouldering great responsibility to 

toagroupofTajikq)ortsmeii,said make peace work and that the 
fliat tt s high time ft> forgive and countries around world were quite 
forget each other s laults, brush satisfied with the outcome of the 

aside all the differences and as a peace treaty. 0RNA) 


He said what the region really poRTCAm 7Z Z 
needs is peace and stability but ?° RT S ^J D * ^P 1 -Ron author! 

there arc certain elements who are hes an Algerian ship aftei 

trying to incite (he neiehbormp WP* 65 - which could be used ir 
dates and stir up relations h<> opium manufacture, were discov- 
tween Iran and its neiehborinp e rcd mixed with its cargo of French 
states. ® wheat, police said Friday. 

, he I ^™ zi “ nduded a i*e Authorities u. this Mcdi.cna- 

tob ‘^i^S e L M,,SU,,, 06311 ^ 3,50 referred ii® freighter 

captitiu u, the 
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Algerian Ship Carries Poppies 
Mixed With Cargo of Wheat 

sTSAID.Ecvot -Pori am linn- 


PORT SAID, Egypt -Ponauthori- 
ties seized an Algerian ship after 
poppies, which could be used in 
opium manufacture, were discov- 
ered mixed with its cargo of French 


general prosecutor after the pop- 


pies were found Thursday, said a 
police official who spoke on con- 
dition of anonymity. 

Fourteen samples from the 
cargo were sent to laboratories to 
check whether the poppies were 
seeds to be planted or were ready 
for use in narcotics, the official 
added. The wheat had been ordered 
by Egypt's Ministry of Supply. 

CAP) 


\ 


Kharrazi emphasized, “Iran 
poses no threat to any country,” 
adding dial Iran regards the Per- 
sian Guir littoral states as mem- 
bers of a unique fiuniiy. 
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rr^njf, ’Tier " fjgnehf ^DcaOHu^anis Skull 

CAIRO - Ah Ezvptiau woman Jug up the skull of *«" 

« *— *■ “tel*" tone because 

h ‘ -rajs 

MM? 

*fe ehtfff «l fey kilome- 

drive to the cemetery from ***** 1*°™* tn 

few, (40 mile.) earth ofCaua sc she could console kun « 
solitude, the paper added. fA * - 
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Q>lot-So-Sdent ^Dutch 3%/it Gris in <]%ooteiei 

U into his chest, poUce said on Fnd*y. 

M4gh teWfiSar ffef *252 

?#**( Might fir*!**#** 1 1* 0 *** W*** ******** 

iajf. 

TTSur husband is recoveries in hospital. 


(Heater) 
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Son’s Suicide May Have Sparked 
Church Bomber’s Act 


FRANKFURT - The son of the 
Frankfurt church s u icid e bomber 
co mmi tted suicide in 1989 reports 
said Friday, provoking a deep de- 
pression in the woman behind the 
Christmas eve killings which 
pvW in divorce and the loss of 

Taiwan Parlies 
Agree io Reforms 
Amid Split 

TAIPEI - Taiwan’s two biggest 
parlies reached a major consensus 
on political reforms at a stale- 
sponsored multiparty conference 
on Friday , hours after an angry op- 
position group announced its with- 
drawal from the forum. 

The ruling Nationalist Party and 
lea ding opposition Democratic 
Progressive Party reached signifi- 
cant consensus at the n a t io n al de- 
velopment conference, agreeing to 
freeze all elections at the provincial 
government level, stale radio said. 

The two parties have agreed to 
freeze provincial governor and as- 
sembly elections in order to save 
state resources and increase gov- 
ernment efficiency . nationalist 
lawmaker and deputy convenor of 
the forum Vincent Siew said on the 
radio. flteutei} 


custody of her daug h ter. 

According to Blld, a mass-cir- 
culation daily newspaper, the 
bomber's son threw himself under 
a tram in Frankfurt’s Sindlingcn 
district when aged 18. 

His suicide sent his mother into 

a deep depression, leading to a 
breakdown in relations with her 
husband and a divorce last year in 
which she lost custody of her nine- 
year-old daughter, the paper said. 

Hcidrun Erika J., whose full 
name has not been released by po- 
lice, died when -she detonated two 
hand grenades in the middle of a 
Christmas service at aProiestant 
church in Sindlingen. 

"It is likely that she chose 
Sindlingen for symbolic reasons," 
said police spokesman Manfred 
Feist 

In doing so she killed two wor- 


shippers - asters aged 61 and 59 
- who were next to her, and injured 
thwteftii others, ten seriously. 

Some 70 people were in the 
church at the time. 

Feist said the woman probably 
did not inland to kill anyone other 
than her selfbut underestimated the 
power of the grenades, which each 

contained 100 gram s (around four 
ounces) of the explosive TNT. 

The killings cast a cloud over 
Christmas celebrations in Ger- 
many, where a shocked population 
found itself mourning the Frank- 
furt victims amid end-of-year fes- 
tivities. 

German President Roman Her- 
zog has expressed his "horror and 
sadness" at the event and many 
people have lit candles and laid 
flowers in front of the church. . 

(AFP) 
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LIMA, Peru (December 24): Members of the International Red Cross move b^e confamowforwa^ 
into the Japanese Ambassador's residence in lima, where leftist guemUas are holding some 140 
hostages. The guerrillas are demanding the release of some 400 of their jailed comrades. 
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First Trial in Rwanda of 
Genocide Suspects Open 


S. Korean Strikes Spread 
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KIBUNGO, Rwanda - The fust 
trial in Rwanda of suspects linked 
to the country’s 1994 genocide 
opened here Friday, the accused 
pleading not guilty to massacre 
charges against him while prose- 


Aung San Suu Kyi Allowed 
to Leave Compound 


BANGKOK - Burmese opposi- 
tion leader Aung San Sun Kyi left 

her home Friday for the first tune 
in about three weeks to pqy re- 
spects at her mother’s tomb on die 
eighth anniversary of her death. 

A st atement from military in- 
telligence in Rangoon, received in 
Bangkok, said that Aung San Suu 
Kyi was accompanied by senior 
party leaders to the tomb near the 

Sbwedagon Pagoda. 

No explanation was given for 

Tasikmalaya Riots 


Spread to Neighboring 
Small Town 


TASIKMALAYA, Indonesia - A 
violent riot which Thursday hit 

this west Java town, causing exten- 
sive damage and leaving at least 
one dead, Friday spread to the 
neighboring small town of Ciawi, 
sources said. 

A mob in Ciawi, 14 kilometers 
(8.4 miles) northwest of Tasikma- 
laya, burned down at least five 
shops in the morning, an AFP cor- 
respondent said. 

"Yes. there was some incident 
io Ciawi this morning but only two 
shops were damaged," said an offi- 
cial at H»e military operational 
command post, who identified 

himself as Machfudia 

He declined to give further de- 
tails but said the situation there was 
"under control- and that about 100 
hoops had been dispatched to re- 
store calm. 

Crowds were also gathering m 
Singapama, just 10 kilometers (six 
miles) west of Tasikmalaya, but 
there was no violence, sources 

said. 


the outing. Analysis noted it took 

at a time of potential tension 
in the Burmese capital, where a 
bomb blast at a Pagoda complex 
killed five people Wednesday 
night 

Sources close to the pro -de- 
mocracy leader said it was the first 
time she had left the compound 
pnpp early month, in the midst 
of street demonstrations by stu- 
dents asking to fonn a union and to 
secure the release of detainees. 

Aung San Suu Kyi, who had 
been living abroad with her British 
husband and children, returned to 
Burma to care for her ailing mother 
and was caught up in the pro-de- 
mocracy demonstrations of the late 
1980s * AFn 


cutors demanded the death sen- 
tence, slate radio reported. 

Former medical assistant 
Deogratias Bizimana faces 11 
counts, including taking part in 
massacres in the Birenga and sake 
districts of Kibungo Province, and 
having "led a group of killers." 

He was also accused of car- 
iying weapons, pillaging and fail- 
ing to help people in danger. 

Prosecutors alleged that Biz- 
imana admitted to the crimes, but 
the defendant — speaking in Kin- 
yarwanda, the national language of 
Rwanda — told the court that he had 
confessed under torture. 

The prosecution demanded 
the death sentence for Biz ima n a , 
37 , who is married and the father 
of two children. Some 200 people 
in the court room noisily ap- 
plauded the request, while the ac- 
cused looked calm. 

His trial is the first in rwanda 
of suspects in the 1994 genocide 
during w hich Hutu militants killed 
more than 500,000 Tulsis and 
moderate Hums. ^ 


SEOUL - South Korea’s biggest 
group of labour unions on Friday 
threw its 12 million-strong mem- 
bership behind a nationwide strike 
until the end of the year; while the 
government and emplpyeis sought 
to soothe worker angec. 

Nurses at 14 hospitals joined 
strikes that have almost halted pro- 
duction of cars and ships and that 
threaten transport chaos when bus 
drivers and subway staff walk out 
on Saturday. 


More than 15,000 workers 
raised clenched fists at a rally in 


Seoul, chanting anti-government 
slogans as they vented their fury 
against a labor law passed on 
Thursday. 

The usually moderate federa- 
tion ofKorean Trade Unions added 
its muscle to a battle over the law 
that gives employers the right to 
lay off workers, adopt flexible 
work hours and replace strikers. 

Originally , it planned a 24-hour 
action s t arrin g from midday Friday 
to noon on Saturday. 

But at a news conference, its 
chairman Park in-Sang announced- 
the walkout would now last until 


next Tuesday, and possibly into the 
new year depending on a vote on 
Monday. 

Bus services in. major cities 
would be halted on Saturday, Park 
said. Subway lines in Seoul oper- 
ated by federation workers would 
stop on Monday morning. 

If the strikes are extended into 
the new year that will basically 

mean an indefinite strike, he added. 

(RsuWf 
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India’s Congress Party President 
Set to Take Absolute Command 


NEW DELHI -Congress (I) Party 
president Sitaram Kesri is set to 
take total command of the party, 
replacing former Prime Minister 
P.V. NarasimhaRao as parliamen- 
tary chief, a party spokesman said 
Friday. 

Kesri, who last week forced the 
scandal -plagued Rao to resign as 
Congress Parliamentary Party 
(CPP) leader, had the backing of 
"the majority" of Congress mem- 


bers for January 3 polls to choose 
a replacement, spokesman Vilhal 
Gadgilsaid! 

The post allows the incaihbent 
to become prime minister if the 
Congress Wins a straight majority 
in general electrons. 



Rao, who faces corruption 
charges, was forced to quit as 
leader of the CPP on December 19 
after being pressured to resign as 
party president in September. 

Kesri is not a member of tihe 
Lower House of Parliament, but 
Gadgil said he could still be CPP 
leader. 

"Former Prime Minister In- 
dira Gandhi was not a member of 
the Lower House but she was cho- 
sen as llic party’s parliamentary 
chief,” Gadgil said. 

"Kesri is a member of the Up- 
per House. He can be the chief of 
the CPP." 

(AFP) 


Death Toll in 
Malaysia Storm 
Rises to 127 
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KOTA KINABALU, Malaysia - 
(The death toll ctunbed Friday to 
127’ after a tropical storm ripp^ J 
khe west cost of Malaysia’s Sabafi" 
^t^e in the coontiy *s worst natural 
(disaster in recent yeans, officials 

A total of 127 bodies bad been 
^recovered as of Friday aftenxxra, 
HO of whom had been identified - 
B2 of them Indonesians and eight 
local Sabfthans, hospital authori- 
jties said. 

Some 70 peojde remained unac- 
counted for, police said, road and 

[P Uf-pm mi miratio n lines to the af-j 
Tected districts have been severe^ 
and an estimated 5,000. people 
bave been left homeless. 

About 30 irguied people who 
were plucked out of muddy debris 
were admitted to the district hospi‘! 
tal in the worst hit area of Kerin"! 
gau, in the remote interior of Ih 5 ; 

stale on Borneo Island, hospital of- 

fidalssaid. 
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JESSORE, Bangladesh (Dec 24): Supporters from the main opposition Bangladesh Nationalist Party 
march in Dhaka against the graft charges brought by the government Anti-Corruption Bureau last week 
against their leader and former Prime Minister Khaleda Zia. The march turned violent near downtown 
Press Oub with police firing tear gas to break up the stone-throwing demonstrators. 

(AfP PHOTO) 
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Cuban Legislature Approves 
Helms-Burton Countermeasure 


DECEMBER 28, 1996 
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M EXBDO Crry — TOdng Steps 

10 com * er * ncw U -S- law, Cuba 
Is s approved a measure to protect 
foreign companiefr that invest in 
the c oHTmmrtst -nded Caribbean 
nation. 

TheCuban law, passed Tues- 
day. is aimed at reducing tfe im- 
pact of the HrinifrRnrtnff, ^ 
seeks to parish some for- 
eign companies doing business 
,with Cuba, seconding to Coban 
■ news reports monitored in Mexico 
‘ City. 

The Ohm law appears timed 
at Cuban dissidents who would 
help Washington implement the 
Helms-Buiton Act 
“The teat (of the law) qualifies 
as illicit any type of collaboration 
with Washington to apply the 
Helms-Burton Law,” the official 
Cuban Prensa Latina news agency 
reported. 

Under Helms-Burton, Ameri- 
cans whose property was confis- 
cated in Cuba alter Fidel Castro’s 
1959 revolution can sue foreign 
businesses who now use th os e 
pro p e rties. It also denies the ex- 
ecutives of such foreign firms en- 
try into the United States. 

Cuba’s new law declares 
Helms-Burton illegal and 
sanctions against anyone wbo 
publishes or broadcasts aigmrctfs 
in favor of it in Ctiba. 

The news reports did not pro- 
vide other details, including penal- 
ties for breaking the new law. 


S* Korea Economic Recovery 
Seen Hit by Labor Unrest 


“We are obliged to win this 
battle,” President Fidel Castro 
told foe the Cuban Parliament, 
which u nanim o usl y approved foe 


One part of the law declared il- 
legal “providing information or 
c oll aborating in mzy form with ra- 
dio s t ati o n s or television or other 
propaganda media of the United 
Stales” that would help apply the 
Helms-Burton Law. 

That part of the law appears di- 
rected at dfceirignfg on the 
who maintain Krifa; to tire U.S. 
government’s Radio Marti, which 
broadcasts news and anti-Castro 
Propaganda to Cuba by short- 
wave from Miami. 

Cuba considers the Radio Marti 
transmissions a hostile acL They 
were brought up in immigration 
discussions between Cuban and 
American officials caHfer this 
'month in Havana, Notimex re- 
ported. 

President Clinton si g n a l 
Helms-Burton into law after Cuba 
sbot down two U.S. civilian 
planes flown by Cuban exiles off 
tiie island's coast in February. 

Mexico and Canada which 
have significant investments in 
Cuba* earlier passed their own 
‘antidote” laws. Those conning 
as wen as the European Union; 
have protested the Helms-Burton 
act, saying it discourages global 
Unde and violates international 
law. 



Foreign investment in projects 
ranging from beach resorts to 
towel factories has become a cru- 
cial motor for economic develop- 
ment in Cuba since the breakup of 
its principal benefactor, the Soviet 
Union. 
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European 

Investments in India 
Touch $9.6 Billion 

NEW DELHI, India — — European 
investors are competing with 
American counterparts in ta pping 
the market boom in Tndia the 
Hindu Business Line newspaper 
said Thursday. 

European investments in Tndi^ 
reached an all time high of S9. 6 
billion in 1996, an increase of 18 
percent over last year. 

But the American competitors 
still led with approved direct in- 
vestments crossing S12 billion in 
1996, Press Trust of India news 
agency said. 

Britain with an investmen t of 
$4.8 billion led the European in- 
vestors, followed by Germany ($4 
billion), Notherfands ($33 hfliinn 

and France ($1.6 bfllMn). 

The major European invest- 
ments have been in telecommuni- 
cation, railroad, power, 
automobile ami steel industries. 
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Interbank Foreign Exchange Market 


SEOUL — If indn«ari| >T fihanc 
u nl eashed by unions furious at the 
passage of a new labor law 
persists, it could delay South 
Korea's economic recovery, hit 
exports and cast a pall over a 
weak stock market, analysts «aid 
oo Thursday. 

But the downturn was a bitter 
pill that had to be swallowed to 
help the nation’s boardrooms re- 
structure for a more profitable fu- 
ture, they added. 

The ruling New Korea Party 
rammed a bill allowin g lay-offs 
and flexible woik boms through 
Parliament on Thursday. 

Strikes were almost immedi- 
ately called by the outlawed Korea 
Confederation of Trade Unions, 
halting production at leading a u t o 
makers, and shipyards. 

The main union organization, 
the Federation of Korean Trade 
Unions, advanced its plan for a 
two-day strike to Friday afternoon 
from Saturday. 

If these strikes continue for a 
long time, this will have a major 
detrimental effect on the economy 
in the first quarter of next year; 
said Tae Chung, head of research 
at Jaidine Fleming Securities in 
Seoul 

The strikes will lead to produc- 
tion losses, export losses and a de- 
terioration of the current account 
deficit, he added. 

The stock market fell more than 
22 points to touch a new year low 
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Persian Gulf Economies 
Stabilize After War Shock 


- of 65524 on Thursday before 
dosing at 659.01. It has derfin^ f 
by 26 percent from the beginning 
of this year. 

In the worst case scenario, ac- 
cording to the Daewoo Economic 
Rese a r c h Institute; labor rfre pi f ys 
could spin into prolonged strug- 
gles between labor and manage- 
ment, as seen during 1989. 

Over a five-month period in 
1989, 409,000 workers took part 
in strikes that robbed the nation of 
63.51 mil li o n work days, the insti- 
tute said. Lost production was val- 
ued at 42 billion won ($49 
million), and lost exports at 136 
billion. 

If that situation was repeated. 
South Korea could see its gross 
domestic product (GDP) growth 
(tecline to 5.6 percent, compared 
with estimates of growth of 5.9 
percent under normal circum- 
stances, the institute showed. 

The government’s leading think 
tank, the Korea Development In- 
stitute (KDI), has estimated that 
GDP grew by seven percent this 
year. 

dung said despite the spectre 
of industrial mayhem, he now 
planned to recommend Korean 
stocks to long-term foreign inves- 
tors. 

The new labor act will have a 
very positive impact on the econ- 
omy, he said. Short-term, this will 
come at the expense of strikes, la- 
bor unrest and further deteriora- 
tion of the economy. But this 
should be off-set fay the long-term 


recovery. 

Some analysts said a short 
strike could even help case an 
overload of inventoiy in key sec- 
tors, such as an to making. 

A strike could be a short-term 
positive factor, «iH Jon Chong- 
Hwa, an analyst at Hannuri Salo- 
mon Securities. But two weeks or 
longer, it would be a blow to the 
bottom line. 

A u tom akers were running 
stockpiles of one month on aver- 
age, Jon said, compared with an 
ideal one to two-week supply. 

Hyundai Motor, the nation’s 
largest carmaker, stood to be hurt 
(he most by labor unrest, be said. 
Hyundai’s Union Workers walked 
out on Thursday, hatting produc- 
tion 

Though Hyundai Motor has had 
a quite stable relationship with tire 
union this year, tire union for tire 
Hyundai group as a whole is very 
tough, he said. 

The carmaker had been forecast 
to see recurring profits of 310 bil- 
lion won on sales of 13 trillion in 
1997, conqxared with 400 billion 
on revenue of 11.8 billion this 
year. 

Net earnings figures for 1996 
were distorted by a huge write-off 
due to Hyundai's liquidation of a 
Canadian p lan* 

The estimates were likely to be 
revised downwards, Jon said, due 
to this year's bearish market and 
possfole impact from a prolonged 
strike. 
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LAGOS — 1 The value of the naira, 
the Nignian currency, las 
suddenly risen by more than 10 
percent this week against tire U.S. 
dollar as the Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) formally 
suspended tire inter-bank foreign 
exdurage market 
One U.S. dollar which ex- 
changed for 80 nara a little more 
than a week ago, currently goes 
for 70 naira, or 65 naira in some 
places. ; 

The CBN has announced that it 
would again allow foreign ex- 
change market operation after the 
1997 budget is presented tp the 
nation by General Sani Abacfaa 
and after analysis of it has been 
earned out by the Finance Minis- 
ter Chief Anthony Ant 
January 1 bad always been tire 
traditional dqy for tire head of 
state to present a New Year’s 
budget to tire nation. But tins has 
not been done since the present re- 


gime came to power in Novenfoer 
1993. 

The 1996 budget was.presenfed 
to tire nation by Sani Abacha last 
February 16. 

The influx of Nigerians return- 
ing borne for vacation, bringing 
large sums of foreign currency, 
and wide speculation that govern- 
ment might in the New Year fix 
the exchange rate at about 60 naira 
to a dollar are considered by ana- 
lysts as responsible for the current 
rise in the naira’s value. 

Some government . economic 
advisers have said publicly that 
there is a dire need to enhance tire 
value of the naira vis-a-vis other 
currencies to encourage investors 
and bring down inflation 

The Munster of Finance An- 
thony Am hinted recently that the 
1997 budget would focus on eco- 
nomic growth and bringing down 
inflation. 


Japan’s Jobless Hate Falls 
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TOKYO — Japan’s jobless rate 
improved slightly in November; 
felting to 33 percent . from 
October’s 3.4 percent, tire 
government said Friday. 

Briefing reporters, an official 
with tire Statistics Bureau of tire 
Management and Coordination 
Agency, winch compiles the data, 
welcomed the improvement but 
said it was impossible to say if it 
he rald ed a new trend. 

“At tins point it is too soon to 
say whether tire unemployment 
rate will continue to decline,” he 
said. 

Nor could he say whether the 
jobless rate had peaked when it hit 
a post-war high of 33 pcicent in 
May and June. 


“We*H have to see tire Decem- 
ber numbers before we can say 
(that it has peaked) with some 
confidence,” he said. 

The official said tire 2.12 mil- 
lion unemployed was tire lowest 
total since April 1992. 

Japan’s tmemptoy mert rate 
would be significantly higher if 
c a lc u lated by U.S. or European 
methods. Anyone who has woiked 
an hour or more in the last week 
of a given month is counted as 
fully employed in Japan 

Separately, tire Labor Ministry 
reported Friday that (he ratio of 
job offers to job seekers, an indi- 
cator of demand for labor, im- 
proved in November. 

tor) 


ABU DHABI — The economies of 
six Persian Gulf Arab states have 
stabilized over the past two yean 
after they were jolted by large cash 
payments to counter the Iraqi inva- 
sion of Kuwaft, an official study 
showed. 

The Persian Gulf Cooperation 
Council (PGCC) countries suf- 
fered from a mammoth budget 
deficit of $60.8 bfllron in 1991 al- 
though they were forced to with- 
draw from their overseas assets to 
finance the liberation of Kuwait, 
according to the study by foe chair- 
man of tire Arab Monetary Fund 
(AMF), Jassim al-Manai 

But sharp spending cuts in tire 
following years triggered by weak 
oil prices and accumulating debt 
slashed tire shortfall to around 
$11.6 billion in 1995 and it will 
likely go Anther down this year, 
Mansi said in his study, presented 
to a PGCC investment se minar in 
Qatar last week. 

The paper, obtained from the 
Abu Dhabi-based AMF on Friday, 
showed tire six members also man, 
aged to trim a record balance of 
payment deficit of $50.8 billion in 
1991 to only $2.5 billion in 1995. 

This means the budget shortfall 
was cut from 32.8 percent of gross 
domestic product (GDP) to 5.3 per- 
cent and the balance of payment 
gap from around 27.4 percent to 
only 1.2 percent in the same period, 
tire study said. 

"The overall economic situ- 
ation in the PGCC is now charac- 
terized with stability on both the 
internal and external levels," 
Manai said. 

"PGCC states have succeeded 
in achieving that stability by slash- 
ing tire deficit in their budgets and 
balances of payments through tire 
adoption of policies aimed at ra- 
tionalizing expenditure and realis- 


ing fiscal balance." 

PGCC states Saudi Arabia. Ku- 
wait, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar and the 
United Arab Emirates (UAE) paid 
more than $65 billion to finanra- a 
U-S.-dominated international coa- 
lition that ejected Iraqi troops from 
Kuwait in early 1991. 

The bulk of the funds were con- 
tributed by Kuwah and Saudi Ara- 
bia, which wereforcedto withdraw 
from their overseas assets axri bor- 
row from international markets for 
tire first timeL 

Such pqrments combined with 
weak oil prices in the following 
two years to prompt tire PGCC 
governments to reduce expendi- 
ture as part of overall reforms, 
which also include privatization 
and attracting capital. 

Their efforts were supported by 
a recovery in oil prices in 1995 and 
their economies recorded one of 
their best performances this year 
because of a further improvement 
in erode prices, according to bank- 
ers. 

'The combined PGCC budget 
deficit was projected at around 
nine billion dollars this year but 
with foe increase in oil prices, it is 
believed to have been cut to below 
half,” an Abu Dhabi-based bank 
manager said. This means the 
shortfall has been reduced to less 
than two percent of the PGDP." 

The price rise of around three 
dollars (his year has fetched the six 
members, which control 45 percent 
of the world's crude reserves, 
nearly $12 billion in extra earnings 
to push their income to its highest 
level since the oil boom of early 
1980s. 

Despite the limited return of 
sarretions-hit Iraq to the oil market 
(his year.Persian Gulf officials ex- 
pect another good year in 1997. 

(AFP) 


Japanese Ministers Divided Over 
Budget’s Adverse Impact on Markets 

~ Asked if disappointment with 

the budget, which included few in- 


TOKYO — Finance Minister 
Hiroshi Mitsuzuka admipfd 
Friday that declines in Japanese 
share prices and the yen's value 
over the past week “probably'* 
reflected investor dismay over tire 
budget for tire coming year. 

But Chief Cabinet Secretary 
Seiroku Kajiyama disminyd the 
view, instead blaming “psycho- 
logical factors” for the downturn 
in financial markets. 

Mitsuzuka and Kajiyama were 
speaking at separate news confer- 
ences following a regular cabinet 
meeting which came two days af- 
ter foe government approved the 
budget for the new fiscal year 
starling in April. 

Business leaders expressed dis- 
appointment with the budget 
drawn up by the Finance Ministry 
last week, and tire Nikkei stock 
average plunged as much as 3.7 
percent Thursday before stabiliz- 
ing on Friday. The yen meanwhile 
remained weak against the dollar 
after plunging to a 45-month low 
on Thursday. 


centives for economic growth, 
was responsible for the recent 
weakness in share prices and the 
yen, Mitsuzuka said: “Probably, 
yes. ” 

The finance minister said he 
“cannot agree” with objections to 
the budget among business leaders 
and catted on market participants 
to remain calm. 

“Comprehensive judgements 
cannot be made without looking at 
the broader aspects,” he said. 

Kajiyama, tire official Japanese 
government spokesman, said 
separately that tire budget was 
foe “first step towards fiscal re- 
form” and urged reporters to re- 
frain from causing concern among 
fin a n c i al market participants. 

“The decline in share prices 
and tire yen’s value reflects psy- 
chological factors,” he said. “I 
would like to ask you to exercise 
self-restraint and confidence in 
m a k i n g remarks to avoid fuelling 
market concerns unnecessarily. ” 

(*H7 


Bank of France Officiat 
Predicts 2.5 Percent Growth 


PARIS — A senior Bank of 
France official on Thursday 
predicted growth of more than 2.5 
percent for tire courtly in 1997. 

“Yes, it’s OK. It (grov ih) has 
begun. The problem is that we 
will see a discrepancy between tire 
effect of this resumption and em- 
ployment. But I’m telling you, we 
will have more than 2.5 percent 
growth.” Paul Marchelli, one of 
tire members of the Bank of 
France board on monetary policy, 
said in an interview with Radio 


Monte Carlo. 

Earlier this month. Economy 
Minister Jean Arthurs declared 
that anticipated 23 percent growth 
for 1997 was “not an aim, but a 
lower limit ” 

Turning to tire issue of the com- 
mon European currency, 
Marchelli said he had voted for 
tire Maastricht Treaty on European 
Union, “but with a certain anxiety 
which proved to be founded when 
you look at the difficulties we are 
experiencing at tire moment.'* 

(Am 
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Life on Mars Story Energizes 
Space Exploration 


WASHINGTON - When future 
historians look back on 1 996. they 
may bypass political change and 
economic ferment in favor of 
some of the most cosmic news 
ever to hit the headlines', the report 
that there might be life on Mars. 

Ever since the augusi day when 
U.S. space scientists unveiled a 
chunk of grey rock alleged to con- 
tain biological fossils front Mars, 
the world's imagination has been 
fired by the possibility we might 
not be alone in the solar system. 

A later report of polar ice on the 
moon — possibly the remnant of a 
comet's dusty tail — further fu- 
elled fascination. 

But decades-old space technol- 
ogy showed a troubling tendency 
to break down at crucial moments, 
sending a 300 million Russian 
Mars probe crashing back to 
Earth, keeping shuttle astronauts 
from taking a scheduled space 
walk and stranding U.S. scientist 
Shannon Lucid aboard the Rus- 
sian Mir station. 

These two factors - the decline 
of old technology and the rise in 
interest in extraterrestrial life - 
have helped push the National 
Aeronautics and Space Admini- 
stration away from years of em- 
phasis on human exploration of 
space and towards a focus on 
space-faring robots, telescopes 
and other machines. 

Robots Will Blaze the 

Trail 

"We shouldn't be sending peo- 
ple until we do some reconnais- 
sance with robots," NASA chief 
Dan Goldin told reporters before 
the launch of Sojourner, a remote- 
controlled vehicle the size of a 



rock collected on Mars could be 
returned to Earth. 

The reported biological Mar- 
tian fossils were found in Antarc- 
tica. presumably from a meteorite 
that fell to Earth from Mars 16 
million years ago. If the fossils 
collected on Mars match the fos- 
sils from Antarctica, scientists 
would have much more to go on in 
their quest for Martian life. 

Anyone out there? 


Ever since the august day when U.S . space scientists 
unveiled a chunk of grey rock alleged to contain biological 
fossils front Mars, the world’s imagination has been fared 
by the possibility we might not be alone in the solar 
system. 


large toy truck meant to survey the 
Martian surface like a mechanical 
geologist 

"I don't think a robot lias the 
dexterity or the ability to reason 
like a human has. but it's unrea- 
sonable to just say let's go send a 
human to Mars and feel good 
wlien the nation has a whole vari- 
ety or financial issues to face up 
to." Goldin said. 

Goldin's best guess was llutt 
human beings could venture to 
Mars in the second decade of the 
2 1st century. 

But live tantalizing question of 
whether Mars might support life 
could be answered before Hut. in 
2003, when the first samples of 


The United Stales will continue , 
to conduct staffed space flights 
aboard the ageing space shuttle 
fleet and in cooperation with Uie 
Russian Mir. and lire long-delayed 


front the repaired Hubble Space 
Telescope have stimulated specu- 
lation oil whether life exists out- 
side our solar system, when the 
universe began, how stars arc born 
and how old the oldest heavenly 
bodies are. 

In the last 12 months, Hubble 
has shown astronomers a Texas- 
sized dust storm on Mars, a movie 
of Neptune’s wild weather, a 
blinking pulsar twirling at the 
heart of the Crab Nebula and the 
results of a smashup between two 
distant galaxies. 

In addition to pretty pictures; 
NASA is also stressing the philo- 
sophical and scientific implica- 
tions of tlie search for cosmic 
beginnings in its so-called origins 
program. 

At a White House meeting on 
the subject, religious, scientific 
and policy leadeis framed the es- 
sential questions they said might 


"/ don’t think we’re alone . .. It’ll take some time to 
contact them , but one day we will meet them and we will 
he surprised because they will be very different from us. ” 


launch of the first element of Uic 
17 billion international space sta- 
tion is set to lake place in 1997. 

However, astronomical discov- 
eries arc gaining pride of place in 
the global debate over outer space. 

A spate of startling images 


UAE Bars Foreign Lawyers 
From Court Appearances 


U3U DHABI — Foreign lawyers 
rill no longer be allowed to 
ppear in court in the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) but will be 
crmilted to practice from their 
fficcs. lawyers said recently. 

A new law endorsed by the 
abiuet early this year permitted 
nly local lawyers to appear in 
null lo defend clients as pari of a 
unpaign fo nationalize jobs and 
isc reliance on foreign labor. 

"The law look clTccI today 
Monday)." Suleiman ai-MiiUuli. 
local lawyer, told AFP. "Wc now 
re lire only lawyers authorized to 

ike lawsuits in court.* 

The new roles allow t reign 

iiwycrs to become partnci with 


UAE nationals but confines their 
activities to their offices. 

Foreign lawyers have been 
given five years to adjust to the 
new rules, which were fiist an- 
nounced in 1991. nicy were rati- 
fied in March this year. 

Justice Mini si ly sources said 
the new law was part of a job na- 
tionalization drive and was de- 
signed to ensure jobs for the 
growing number of native law- 
yers. 

According lo At Bayan news- 
paper. the new law stipulated local 
lawyers must not be below 23 
years of age and must be regis- 
tered with the Justice Ministry. 


be answered in the next IS years. 

These included: 

• When and bow primitive life 
emerged on Earth? 

• Whether there is or was life 
on Mars? 

• Whether the presence of 
water on one of Jupiter's 
moons might harbor primi- 
tive life? 

• Whether other planetary sysr 
lcms might foster life? 

• How the early stages of the 
universe unfolded? 

For some, the question of 
whether extraterrestrial life exists 
is not even an issue. 

"Yes. definitely, there's life out 
there." Mike Kaplan, director of 
NASA's origins program, said 
earlier in the year. 

"I don't think we’re alone . .. 
it'll lake some time to contact* 
them, but one day we will meet 
them and we will be surprised be- 
cause they will be very different 
from US." (RnVnj 


Hang Out With Sharks Along 
Maldives Coral Reefs 


THE MALDIVES - Imagine 
watching sharks chase iridescent 
schools of fish as you drift 
weighlicssly with the current and 
breathe freely deep in a crystalline 
coral sea. 

If that's your idea of athrilL far 
from huriy-huriy civilization, lake 
a scuba-diving cruise in the Indian 
Ocean archipelago of the Maldi- 
ves. 

"Gear up. folkst" shouted the 
Australian dive master, wearing a 
black baseball cap with no fear 
scrawled in while across the front 
and a pair of eyes in the back. ' 

That was the signal for our div- 
ing group to strap on air tanks and 
plunge from a converted Maldi- 
vian dhoni (fishing boat) into a 
whole new world. 


only sizeable town, where most 
people still get around on bicycles. 

Two brief stops at resort is- 
lands. where pop music blares and 
noisy package tourists swarm, 
confirm that staying on a boat is 
more relaxing — if one can live 
with periodic rough seas. slifT 
bunk beds and no air-condition- 
ing. 

The trade winds temper the sul- 
uy licat. between 26 and 33 de- 
grees Celsius (77 and 92 
Fahrenheit) year round. 

"I got into this frightful routine 
of being unable to avoid the 
Maldives on my return flight from 
Singapore, where I often go on 
business, so I've now been on the 
Kccma II times." said Gordon 
Taylor. 58. a lace-curtain manu- 


Imagine watching sharks chase iridescent schools offish 
as you drift weightlessly witkthe current and breathe 
freely deep in a crystalline coral sea. 


While there are many places to 
dive along vivid coral reefs in the 
tropics, the Maldives are re- 
nowned for the big pelagic species 
- sharks and rays — that do not 
threaten humans, unless pro- 
voked, and normally suck lo re- 
mote open waters. 

The best way to see them, as 
well as exotic and colorful reef 
denizens like U»e hawksbill turtle, 
leopard moray ecl and golden 
trumpet fish, is to wander the 
Maldives atolls on a Hvc-aboard 
dive safari boat. 

Wc spent two weeks on the MV 
Keema. a British-run, 26-meter 
(85-ft) vessel with six twin-berth 
cabins, desalinated showers, an 
audio-visual dive library and de- 
lectable meals of fish caught daily 
on the voyage: 

There is no alcohol aboard the 
Keema orany where in the chain or 
1.190 tiny islands, except on 72 
reserved only for tourists, because 
the Maldives is a Muslim nation. 

But no one comes to these isles 
to parly. They come lo see tire 
underwater wonders and heavenly 
while-sand beaches skirted by co- 
conut palms. 

Between dives on (he Keema, 
you can sunbathe, read, listen to 
music from a portable CD player 
or just gaze out to sea, sweeping 
out to the four horizons in streaks 
of emerald, aqua, turquoise and 
ultramarine blue. 

A former British colony, the 
Maldives is Asia's smallest nation 
with 245.000 people living mainly 
from fishing and tourism. Male 
(maa-lay) is the quaint capital, and 


facturer from Scotland. 

Taylor, a former competitive 
swimmer who has dived for 25 
yerfrs and says he often leaps into 
chilly Scottish seas to snare lob- 
sters. was in formidably good 
shape. 

The group of nine on the 
Kccma included a 56-year-old 
American arms manufacturing ex- 
ecutive and his wife a 47-year-oW 
Singapore Chinese doctor, a tiny 
woman who slipped into the 
depths like a mermaid and a young 


flowing from under Uis no fear 
cap. Nicholls. 31. from Penh, 
hopes eventually to pursue a ma- 
rine-biology degree. 

One has lo be a certified drier 
- certified lunatic, some joke - to 
go on dive cruises. But some boats 
like the Keema offer the standard 
four-day course to beginners. 

The dhoni dive boat trails the 
Keema between atolls — ringlike 
coral formations array ed like gar- 
lands across hundreds of ktu of 
sea, enclosing minuscule isles 
sprinkled some 650 km (400 
miles) southwest of Sri Lanka. 

Two or three times a day. de- 
pending on weather, the puttering 
dhoni took us out to choice coral 
reefs, often next to channels with 
strong currents that bring in nutri- 
ents vital for healthy coral and 
profuse fish life. 

During the day sharks fin aim- 
lessly along reef walls. At night, 
they chase small fish for dinner 
with their jaws maniacally snap- 
ping open and shut. 

The eagle ray, diamond-shaped 
and up to two meters (6.6 ft) in 
size, with a long whip tail, flapped 
by Idee a great bird of the deep. A 
school of rays paraded by at a 
depth of 25 meters (82 ft), some- 
what like models on a catwalk. 

In the glassy, limpid shallows 
off one beach, tiny -sting rays 
glided silently or slept on the sand 
bed. 
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One has to be a certified diver — certified htnatic, some 
joke — fo go on dive cruises. But some boats like the 
Keema offer the s tanda rd four-day course to beginners. 


London fund manager with an un- 
derwater video camera. 

There was a friendly young 
Maldivian boat crew of five, one 
of whom had fallen in love with an 
Austrian woman diver and 
dreamed of joining her In Europe 
soon. 

Tlic Kcema’s captain and dive 
master is Carl Nicholls, a bronzed 
and easygoing Aussie, flaxen hair 


Turlies chewed audibly on 
tasty coral and flapped in slow 
motion to the surface to get a gulp 
of air before submerging again. 
The Maldivian government has 
banned the catching of turtles in a 
conservation move. 

Huge manta rays and whale 
sharks, both harmless to divers, 
also roam Maldives reef channels 
at certain times of the year. 

ObaOmr) 




Two Women Police 
in Bank Robbery 


CORDOBA, Spain — Two female 
police officers were killed in a 
shootout with four Italian bank 
robbers along a downtown street 
in this popular tourist city. 

The slain officers, each with 15 
years on the force, were the first 
female police officers killed in 
Cordoba, police officials said. 


Two other police officers were 

Technical Failure Blamed 
on Hong Kong Plane Crash 


HONG KONG - Tlic Hong Kong 
government on Monday issued a 
report blaming technical problems 
for the crash of a Hercules 
transporter plane here in 
September 1 994 in which six crew 
were killed. 

The plane dived into Hong 
Kong Harbor on take-off for its 
return to base in Indonesia, after 
completing a mission to repatriate 
Vietnamese boatpcoplc. 

The investigation concluded 
the "most likely cause of the acci- 
dent was a malfunction” affecting 
one of the aircraft's four propel- 
lers. a government statement said, 

Tlic propeller was found to be 
in "fine pitch." a mode (hat is only 
used for taxiing on die ground, it 
said. 


Tin’s caused a loss of lift and 
pilot control at a critical moment 
during takeoff, and the plane 
craslicd. it said. 

Six out of 1 2 people were killed 
in the incident on September 23 
1994. Tlic plane that day hid ear- 
lier completed two flights from 
Hong Kong to Hanoi, ferrying 
back 66 Vietnamese migrants un- 
der a forced repatriation program. 

Nine safety recommendations 
have been made, six of them to the 
plane's Indonesian operators, Pe- 
lila Air Service, it said. 

Two others concern the advice 
of Lockheed, manufacturers of the 
Hercules transporter, on emer- 
gency procedures and the type of 
throttle cable used. 

( 54 fT) 


wounded in the shooting. 

One of the robbers remained at 
large after be hijacked a taxi fol- 
lowing the 9 a.m. (0800 GMT) 
shootout 

Two other robbers were 
wounded and later captured as the 
gang, using submachine guns, at- 
tempted to escape through the 
city's narrow cobblestone si reels, 
said city officials. Another tobber 
was captured an hour later when xj 
be returned to his hotel. 

Wearing fake wigs and false 
noses, the robbers, their faces par- 
tially hidden, entered tire Santan- 
der Bank on the tree-lined Plaza de 
la Tendillas in the .city's center at 
8:30 am. 

Bank employees, held at gun- 
point, led the robbers to the bank’s 
main vault and later to its automat- 
ic money dispensing machine, 
said a Banco Santander spokes- 
man in Madrid. 

The bank would not say bo* 
much money was stolen or 
- whether the money has been re” 
covered. 

The slain police officers were 
identified as Maria Angeles Gar- 
cia, 4d, a widow with two chd- 
dren, and Maria Soledad Munoz, 
36, who was married. 
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1 THO UGHT I 

It Is reported from Ali-ibn-al 
Hussein (Imam Sayad] (AS), who 
quoted the Messiah (AS), as hav- 
ing told his disciples: "Verily, this 
world is merely a bridge, so cross 
it. and do not become preocciqried 
by it” 

(Bahar,Vol. 14, P.219) 
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gg l both the self does not exist 
csdsts is the raw mate- 
rial fiom which the self can de- 
velop)! 

A new-born infant does not yet 
have a sense of personal identity. 
There is no awareness of separate- 
ness. at least not the kind we 
adults experience. 

& To evolve into self-hood is the 
primary human challenge. Be- 
cause success is not guaranteed. 
At each step of the way. we conr 
front some form of the question 
"Shall! honor or betray the self?” 

The challenge to honor the self 
calls on the heroic possibilities of 
our nature. It calls on the will to 
think, to understand, to remain 
true to our understanding, to 
^struggle, to endure, to persevere 
and to remain open and respon- 
sive to life. • 

1- You most accept every- 
thing, positive and negative, that 
you know about yourself 

2- You ought to take responsi- 
bility for all your choices and ac- 
tions. 

3- You should be able to trust 
your mind to make decisions that 
guide your life. 

4- You must be committed to 
becoming aware of your feelings 
and the impulses behind your ac- 
tions. 


How) to Grow) Self-Confidence , Self-Respect 



A person who does not fed 
confident in the performance of 
some particular task such as oper- 
ating a business, designing a com- 
puter program or flying an 
aeroplane does not necessarily 
suffer from a poor self-esteem. 
But a physically healthy person 
who feels fundamentally inade- 
quate to the normal challenges of 
life, such as earning a living, most 
certainly does. I think we all agree 
on that 

A person who feels undeserv- 
ing of some particular award or 

honor such as a Nobel Prize or 
universal adulation for having 
dashed off a fairly nice painting 
or having created a piece of art, 
again does not necessarily lack a 
good self-esteem. 

But a person who feels unde- 
serving of happiness, who feels 
unworthy of any joy or award in 
life, surely has a self-esteem defi- 
ciency 

So what wc want to sec is that . 
self-esteem is a concept pertain- 
ing to our fundamental sense of 
efficacy and our fundamental 
sense of worth. 

High self-esteem can best be 
understood then, as the integrated 
sum of self-confidence and sclf- 
rcspccl: 
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. SCRABBLE® he a imMmU trademark ownod in th* U.SJX. by Hasbro, Inc., in Canada by Hasbro 
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PAR SCORE 125-135 
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by JUUU FOUR RACK TOTAL 

TIME LIMIT: 20 MIN ™ 

DRECTIONS: Mate a 2- to 7- letter word from the tetters in each row. 
To total points of your wonts, use scoring directions to right of each 
row. 7-tetter wonts get 50-point bonus. “Blanks’ used as any tetter 
have no point vatfue. AH Judd’s wonts can be found in OSW Official 
Scrabble Words (Chambers). JUDD'S SOLUTION TOMORROW 

HMS 0 1995. United Featuo Syrafcote. Inc. 


I SCRABBLE! grams solution BY JUDD 

1 555, 0 1995. U nted Feafrre 8yndca», bic 

Li [ Ai Ti C* H* Ei L rack i = 63 

Ell Ms Br Oi Dr Y« RACK 2 = 42 


[Ga} [Li] |Qi[ |Vjy |EiJ [Ri] RACK 3 = 10 

|pj] pT] |T7| [g£] |r7] [17] [m^ rack 4 = 62 

PAR SCO RE1 10-1 20 JUDD’S TOTAL 177 

2-22-95 __ 

SCRABBLE® is a mastered badamoik owmd tai the U5A by Hasbro. Inc., in Caiotte by Hasbro 
international. Inc. and abawtwro by J-W. Spear & Sons PUJ. 


ScIP-confidcncc is confidence 
in my own mind to cope with ba- 
sic challenges oflifc. Self-respect 
is the feeling of personal worth: 
"Is it appropriate dial 1 should be 
happy?. Thai others should find 
me lovable? That 1 should be 
treated with respect? That my 
needs and wants should matter to 
those close to me? Self-respect 
answers ‘lav’ to these questions. 

So wc can summarize every- 
thing wc have been discussing 
with this simple formulation: 
Self-esteem is the experience that 
I am competent to cope with the 
challenges of life and that 1 am 
deserving of happiness, which in- 
cludes the perception that 1 am 
iovcablcr 

Is it possible to possess loo 
high a level of self-esteem? Not if 
wc understand that wc arc speak- 
ing of authentic self-esteem. A 
genuine organic experience and 
not some over-inflated pretence 
at self-value. 

No one would ask: 'Is it possi- 
ble to enjoy loo high a level of 
physical health?' Health is an un- 
qualified desirable, so is positive 
self-esteem. 

Here is a point we need to 
grasp. Genuine self-esteem is not 
competitive or comparative. Nei- 
ther is genuine self-esteem ex- 
pressed by self-glorification at 
the expense of others. Or by the 
quest to make one-self superior to 
all others or to diminish olhcrs as 
to elevate one-self. 

Arrogance, boastfulness and 
over-estimation of our abilities 
reflect inadequate self-esteem 
rather than as some people imag- 
ine too high a level of selfesteem. 

In human beings joy in the mere 
fact of existing is a core meaning 
of a healthy selfesteem. It is a 
state of one who is at war neither 
with herself nor with others. 

What docs it mean to honor the 
self? Honoring the self is the as- 
sertion or consciousness - mean- 
ing the choice to think, to be 


aware, to send the search light of 
consciousness outward toward 
the world and inward toward our 
inner being. 

To default on this effort is to 
default on ourselves at its most 
basic level. 

To honor the self is to be will- 
ing to think independently. To 
live by our own mind and to have 
the courage to have our own per- 
ception and judgements. 

To honor the self is not only 
what wc think but also what we 
foci. want. need, desire, suffer 
ox er, arc frightened by or angered 
by. And to accept our right to 
experience such feelings. 

To honor the selfis to preserve 
an attitude of self-acceptance, 
which means to accept what we 
arc without self-oppression or 
scif-casligation. Without any pre- 
tence about the truth of our own 
being. Pretence aimed at deceiv- 
ing cither ourselves or anyone 
else. 

To honor the self is to live 
authentically. To speak and. act 
from our most inner convictions 

and feeling 

To honor the self is to refuse to 
accept unearned guilt - unjustifi- 
able guilt - and to do our best to 
correct such guilts as wc may 
have earned. 

To honor the self is to be com- 
mitted to our right to exist, which 
comes from the knowledge that 
our life does not belong to others 
and that we are not here on earth 
to live up to someone clse's ex- 
pectations. 

To many people this is a terri- 
fying responsibility. 

To honor the self is to be in 
love with our own life, in love 
with our own responsibilities for 
growth and for experiencing joy. 
in love with the process of discox'- 
ering and exploring our distinc- 
tively humane potentialities. 

These are all characteristics 
and behaviors of a person who 
honors the self. 


1- Awareness, including self- 
awareness 

2- Self acceptance 

3- Self-responsibility 

4- Integrity 

5 - Independent thinking 

These are the key pillars of 
self-esteem. We will begin with 
the first one. (he central one. the 
commitment to awareness and 
self-awareness. 

The commitment to awareness 
which means living consciously 
pertains both to our awareness of 
our external world, our axvarcncss 
of our behavior and our aware- 
ness of inner world of thoughts, 
emotions, feelings, needs and val- 
ues. One of the meanings - one of 
the central meanings - of living 
consciously is the question and 
concerned with the questions 
"What arc my purposes? What arc 
my strategics? Is my bchax’ior. in 
facL in alignment with my strate- 
gies and purposes?" 

People who live consciously, 
people who live out of a commit- 
ment to awareness are vciy con- 
cerned with these questions. 

Internally, with regard to the 
internal focus, it means a continu- 
ing. interesting, identifying our 
own needs, our own wants. Rec- 
ognizing. owning, accepting our 
own feelings and emotions. Clari- 
fying our own values and aspira- 
tions. And monitoring our own 
behavior to be certain that it is in 
alignment with our goals. 

Noxv. a sub-point here is that 
living consciously. living out of a 
commitment to awareness means 
paying attention to the results of 
our behavior, not living like a 
drunken driver. Noticing w hat 
works and what docs not work, 
what advances us. what retards 
us. What makes us feel better 
about ourselves, what makes us 
feel worse about ourselves. 

If we xvanl to understand our- 
selves. if wc want to really not be 


HEALTH CAPSULES® 

by Michael A. Plettl, M.D. 
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I PRAYER 1 

Noon 12:06 

Evening. 17:21 

Daxvn (to morrow) 05:35 

Sunrise (tomorroxx') 07:14 

I TODAY WN I 
HISTORY 1 

1938 -Iraq sevens relations with 
France 

1948 - Premier Nokrashy Pasha 
of Egypt is a ss as s inate d. 

1950 - Chinese forces cross 
38th parallel in Korea 

1962 - United Nations troops 
engage in heavy fighting in 


ma.l pwti c ro n ma nAw)! ] 

Beinjt Airport, destroying 13 N 
lim aircrafts. 

1970 - Military court in Sj 
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death. 

1974 - Leftist guerrillas in Ma- 
nagua, Nicaragua, invade Chris- 
mas party for U.S. ambassador, 
take several prominent Nicara- 
guans hnsfcjg p, 

1975 - Efforts are made to res- 
cue 372 men trapped by coal mine 
explosion in northeastern India, afl 
372 are kilied. 

1984 - Cambodian guerrillas 
counter attack for fourth straight 
day depite withering artillery fire 
from Vietnamese occupying refu- 
gee camp along Thi-Cambodian 
bonier. 

1986 - Excursion train lets ofi 
its 180 passengers in Tokyo, then 
plunged off a bridge, killing six 
people, most of them in a factory 
below. 

1990 - Indian goverameM 
opens talks with Sikh leaders on 
ending 7 yers old secessionist 
struggle in Punjab. 

strangers to ourselves and be on 
intimate relations with ourselves, 
we need to experience our emo- 
tions and not just name them. And 
perhaps a little anecdote will il- 
lustrate what I mean: Suppose 
that my spouse asks me: "How are 
you?" And I respond: "Fine", in 
somewhat an irritating way. Per- 
haps I am preoccupied about 
something. And then she might 
say: "It looks as though you're 
really distressed about some- 
thing.” And I pause and I go 
deeper into myself and I then take 
a breath and I sort of sink in what 
1 am feeling and I say: "Yes. I’m 
worried about such and such., and 
now I am beginning to actually 
experience the feeling, and talk 
about it intelligently and share it. 
And what then typically will hap- 
pen is 1 will get release and I will 
gel relief from tension. 1 will be 
able to be more appropriate in the 
conx crsalion and often I can gain 
relief from the troublesome feel- 
ing through the simple act of al- 
lowing myself first to experience 
it honestly: to own it and then to 
express it, in this case, to someone 
who cares and who is truly 
interested. 

(CortdonPg.14) 
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295 sq.m office space and 58 sq.m 
street-level store, together or separate, 
in well-equipped (air-conditioning, 
elevator, etc.) building north of Ostad 
Motahari (TaMii-Tavoos), ShahM Sarafraz 
(DarysbyeNoor) Street, just outside limited 
traffic zone. Contact owner at 873-2756 
(8:30-13:30) or 254-7465 (15:30-20:00). 
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Luxury Villa in AFRICA 
■■■I Triplex, 1200 sq.m land, 1 800 sqjn 
Egg built area, 10 bedrs, 4 ffp, sip, 

® sauna, beautifully furnished, 

totally renovated, reasonable price. 

^ . lsr Floor, No. 60, Maryam 
in ; jj st., Africa Ave. 

Tel: 2056045, 2054022 Fax: 2052344 . 
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By an experienced 
graduate from Paris 
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PERSIAN 

English, French, Italian, Spanish 

in 3. months 2217161 


LEARN 

Guitar 2217161 


We Are About to Meet Your Deepest Satisfaction 


Multiple opportunity for all those who involve in business with the highest 
degree of quality. 

Record your information in <ERAN’S GUIDE> and enjoy this excellent 
opportunity with the foUowing advantages: 

1) On Internet (1 year) 

2) On BBS (2 years) 

3) One CD-ROM (Bilingual: Persian & English) 

4) On print (full color book which will he released free of charge all over the 
country and around the world among trading companies, business centers, etc. 


Name of Company / Institute: 

Add.: 

Tel: Fax: Description: 

We are willing to enjoy the above-mentioned advantages in form of: 

PI .1C, 2-zz22 -revo v a z~rrs zrS £s* rr. ® av! 
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Professional Guides 
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Investor or partnerwith the good profit 
& fast turnback of money is needed. 




KHORASAN TURQUOISE STORE 
Cold, Jewels — Hussani 
Brothers* No. US, opiiosite 
Eogbdah Hotel, TdcKhani 
Ave. T«fc 64051174 
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TOOD IN 1 OWN 

No. Ahrio St., opj). 
Fatomi, VaSi Asr Ave. 
Tel: 890 711- 8810163 
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Luxury 3-bedr apt, Li urn 
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Emdad Crane and 
Vehicle Canier 
For Cartying Sedans 
Invention No. 25121 

Tel; 358523-17 


North of Pasdaran 

Super lux., 115 sq.m, 2 bedrs, 
fully turn., pvt teL 

Please call: 2219908 


rime Magazine .Almanac 
On CD. M issues from 1989 to 94 
Includes Search. Sound & Videos 
Please call 8784301 Fax 8786877 


i •• : . X ' : 




; yyf 

' 

■■ f f/T 

• •;?.<- A 


i', t. 


i 


ADVERTISEMENT 


rJ 1 r. -- /- / ^tr ’•! 

« -v a f .j y “ .f: 

" V , ,'y' Q ■W' — j- i ■<-*' 




y YjV "ff '"^7 


17 a © 



























PAGE 9 f adores 


7^ = — TE HRAN TMES 

l*reek PM Wins First 


DECEMBER 28. 1996 


E?^l n Iishtfor Reform 


ATHENS - Prirae Minister Costas 
S mritrs has scored the first victory 
in his reform campaig n to n>i t> 
Greece to EU standards and 
the tough economic targets 
requited to join a planned rin gfe 
European currency. 

Si m itis. a tacitur n pro-Enmp e^n 
technocrat, has faced down the 
^country's militant formers and 
seamen over the past three weeks 
and forced them to retreat without 
giving an inch. 

Political commentators were 
quick to advise Simitis not to 
gloat after the formers called off 
their 25-day road blockade over 

the weekend and the seamen gave 

up a week-long port strike. The 
government would be very wrong 
to hold the fflnsipn (hat the calm- 
ness of the holidays will last long, 
wrote the pro-government TaNea 
newspaper m its editorial. 

4 P' On tiie contrary, it should use 
the reprieve it has received (fiom 
fairness and seamen) to find sofas- 
tions before the wounds are re- 


Bid for Simitis, who won elec- 
tions in September on pledges of 
economic reform and said be 
would rather resign than yield to 
militant d emands, it m mq have 

been a sweet moment Tbefonn- 
<ere gave Simitis the dhannp to 
show off the image he iik»»s to 


reliable leader 
who does not back down regard- 
re® of the political costs, wrote 
^““odator Pavlas Tsimas. 
Snotis’ economic reforms, espe- 
new taxes and an end to a 
of special interest tax breaks. 
“ ave triggered a wave of strikes 
over the past montlL Fannera, 
®^en, teachers, doctors, public 
ad m inistrators and diplomats have 
all taken to the streets in protest or 
8pne out on strike against his poli- 
ces and 1997 budget But Simi- 
ds stood firm and said Greece 
® us * choose between economic 
disaster and making the sacrifices 
needed to cut big deficits and join 
E^opean Economic and Mone- 
fany Union (EMU). Before Sun- 
day’s budget vote he said it was a 
disgrace Greece came last in every 
EU economic chart. Tire EU’s 
o^y Balkan state, Greece is also 
the only member which has foiled 
to meet any of the Maastricht 
Treaty criteria for EMU and a sin- 
gle European currency. Even the 
Czech Republic and Hun g ary have 
better economic indicators than 
we do, Simitis lamented in parlia- 
ment. Along with his victories 
over formers and aan icn ju 
which he counted on patieve 
rather than force, Simitis also saw 

his budget passed by a vole of 160 

to 136 over the weekend. The 


budget counts on meeting ambi- 
tious revenue targets by new or 
higher taxes, and by abolishing 
hundreds of tax breaks. It also 
Curbs spending and limits 
sector Idling. We will take all nec- 
essary measures. We will impie- 
ment all necessary proposals so 
that Greece responds to the chal- 
tonge of the European Union, 
Simitis told Parliament. 

He has proved himself a skilful 
tactician by maneuvering to toto 
over as prime minia^ when So- 
cialist Party founder Andreas Pa- 
pandreou resigned in poor health 
last Januaiy. 

He then fought his way to the top 
in a bmising leadership bank* in June 

and stamped his seal on power wiren 

he gambled on an early national elec- 
tion in September and won. Achy 
and bumodess leader; the Gexznan- 
ethicaled commercial lawyer and 
Enbsh-educated economist, never 
foils to remind hs- compatriots that 
they must make greater 
sa c rifi ces. I am in politics to apply 


Kwasniewski’s Year as President 


certain ideas about society, he told an 
interviewer My job is to sprcai the 
existing money in a socially just way. 
His next challenge wifi crane early 
next year when fanners and semwn 
who have shown they can paralyze 
Greece’s transport, have vowed re- 
newed action unless their demarak 
are m et. p„i,j 


Mafiosi Spread Capitalist 
Message in Siberia 
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KEMEROVO, Russia - Meet 
Vasya and Kostya. In their late 
20s, cynical and sharp, they are 
making money out of the crisis in 
the Russian mining industry 
which has brought a wave of 
strikes to this heavily 
industrialized region. 

Vasya, who has a fondness fin- 
food and comfortable tracksuits 
after work, is the boss. It is his 
sparkling imported Jeep with 
tinted windows they are driving 
around frozen western Siberia, 
combining, as they put it, business 
#*ith pleasure. 

That means their days are spent 
recovering Bom the previous eve- 
ning’s drinking and selling mine 
managers equipment and other 
supplies — manufactured with the 
energy from their own coal — at a 
hefty markup. 

In the evenings they retire to a 
hotel restaurant — where Vasya 
orders double portions — and then 
to the local casino to hone their 
skills at billiards and talk about 
the weekend’s skiing they are 
^ planning at the end of their busi- 
ness trip. 

They do not have the usual at- 
tributes of flic hated Mafia, a 
catch-all term in Russia covering 
anyone fiom gangsters to govern- 
ment officials who have made a 
lot of money. 

They have no gold chains, 
bodyguards or guns. Nor are they 
the sons of influential men, al- 
though they deal with them. 

We were at a mine today where 
the directors’ sons have set up a 
company to supply the workers 
with goods. We got there just in 
time to join hr the deal sa ki 
Kostya. 

Vasya said his father was an in- 
dustrial worker in Novosibiirsk 
who. tike millions of others in 
Russia, had not been paid for 
months. He goes to work because 
he doesn’t know what else to do. 
he said, explaining why the father 
and his workmates, »ntflfo thou- 


sands a£ others, have not gone on 
strike. 

Middlemen like Vasya and 
Kostya are objects of hate 
amongst the workers of the 
Kuzbass, a mqjor coal mining re- 
gion caught up in a web of debt 
which has trapped even those pits 
and factories which could have a 
bright future 

Taking advantage at the loop- 
holes left by rapid economic 
c hange , the middlemen have 
spread across Russia, representing 
a big temptation to poorly paid of- 
ficials, who can share In the prof- 
its by turning a blind eye. 

In a Western economy they 
would fit in to the normal scheme 
of things and laws and competi- 
tion would protect industrial 
workeis from being cheated out of 
the fruits of their labor. 

Here, however, the workers are 
virtually helpless. 

Outside the prosecutor’s office 
in the regional capital Kemerovo, 
employees of a big chemical fac- 
tory are holding a picket in the 
freezing cold, trying to get the 
authorities to lake up their wage 
claims against their bosses. 

The court accepted our c laim 
but no tiling has been done about 
it, said one. 

He and his fellow workers have 
suffered from the likes of Kostya 
and Vasya whom they see as an- 
other sign that some people in the 
new Russia are above law while 
others are outside it. 

We wauled them to set up a 
barter system so that we could get 
goods for our products, but it 
turned out to be just another way 
of ripping us off, the worker said. 

But though they seem to have a 
free rein to go about their busi- 
ness, Kostya and Vasya are not 
without problems. 

After dinne r, Kostya found out 
that his fiancee back in Novosfoi- 
iisk had had a miscarriage raid 
was stuck in a hospital which had 
a terrible reputation for patient 


care 

A true Mafiosi would have 
towMe getting her transferred to 
an elite clinic. But Kostya strug- 
gled to find the phone number of a 
doctor f rend who might be able to 
help, while Vasya told grim tales 
abort medical disa^-s fa, Russian 
clinics. 

Coming fiom humble sto rk , 
they can understand tire nostalgia 
the miners feel for the communist 
pasL They really were treated 
well, said Vasya. There was a sign 
at one of the mines we visited to- 
day which said gloiy to tire coal 
miners. People really felt proud of 
their work Now they should write 
money to the coal miirers. 

They are however contemptu- 
ous of tire workers who have 
found themselves cheated out of 
their livelihoods by market re- 
forms which have brought with 
them economic chaos and conup- 

<*—t 


WARSAW _ Alcfcsandcr 
Kwasniewski lias grown plumper 
and more popular, and won 
applause for his foreign policy 
since becoming Poland's president 
a year ago. but his greatest 
challenges lie ahead. 

The ex-communist. who 
pledged in ills election campaign 
to lieal divisions left from the prc- 
19X9 figju f or democracy and be- 
come a president or all poles, 
admits that he has so Tar Tailed in 
this respect. 

Polish groups from left to right 
aro so immersed in history and 
°°w in tire (parliamentary) elec- 
toral campaign ihal .. party inter- 
ests or thinking wins out. Ire told a 
news conference. 

Several key’ domestic goals dial 
Kwasniewski liad promised to 
help achieve: such as a reform of 
the crumbling social security sy s- 
tem and tire drafting of a national 
constitution, remain unaccom- 
plished. 

This is despite tire fact dial un- 
like former President Lcch 
Walesa, wire clashed so often with 
leftist foes in government Ural 
poles grew weary of war at tire 
top. Kwasniewski could work 
with a cabinet and Parliament 
dominated by his own camp. 

Solidarity veterans shu t olive 
branches. 

No top veterans or lire pro- 19X9 
struggle against communism 
waged by Walesa's solidarity 
movement have accepted Kwas- 
niewski's calls for cooperation in 
areas like foreign policy, where 
there is wick; consensus. 

The opposition argues Ural 
while tire president has quit his 
ruling Democratic Left Alliance 
(SLD) to show he is above narrow 
parly ties, he remains wedded to it 
and shrewdly promotes lire politi- 
cal interests of tire fonner No- 
menklatura. 

The rightist, pro-Ronran Callre- 
lic Solidarity Election Action 
(AWS) opposition alliance, now 
abend of tire SLD in opinion polls, 
is embittered dial he signed a law 
casing abortion. 

It lias even suggested it might 
seek presidential elections to get 
rid of Kwasniewski, once n new 
constitution is passed. 

Tire first year has show n Ire is 
president of a leftist, post-cmiumi- 






Documents Seized in Corruption Case 
Retained to Former Antigraft Judge 

DCCPI A Tint,. __ 


BRESCIA, Italy — Prosecutors 
said they would return documents 
seized during a raid to collect 
evidence of corruption a gaii^ the 
country’s one time top antigraft 
magistrate. 

Antonio di Pietro, who quit as 
public works minister in Novem- 
ber following charges tirat he pro- 
tected a corruption suspect while 
serving as judge, had filed an ap- 
peal following the more than 12 
hours of searches on December 6. 

The Brescia Court must now 
make a decision on the legitimacy 
of the searches. 

Some of the material demanded 
by Di Pietro had already been re- 
turned on December 14. court 
sources said. 


Di Pietro was named public 
works minister following ihc cen- 
ter-left’s victory in April general 
elections, but resigned on Novem- 
ber 14 after a judicial inquiry was 


opened against him. 

The subject of three separate le- 
gal inquiries. Dr Pietro has 
emerged unscathed in each case. 

Political observers have sug- 
gested tire investigations of Di 
Pietro arc pan of a wider attempt 
to undermine lire legitimacy of Ihc 
“clean hands” probe, which he 
headed. 

The investigations he led trig- 
gered a political earthquake in It- 
aly and led to landmark general 
elections in March 1994, won by 
media magnate Silvio Berlusconi 

Di Pietro quit as a magistrate 
two weeks before Berlusconi re- 
signed as prime minister after an 
ally in his center-right coalition 
defected. 

According to a survey of 500 
people. Di Pietro was named 
”man of the year” with 55 3 per- 
cent of tire vote, with Pope John 
Paul II a distant second with 25. 7 
percent. 


nisi group, that he cannot be a 
president of nil poles as promised, 
said solidarity chicT Marian 
Krzaklcwski. 

Kwasniewski's clrairec to make 
his mark through quiet coopera- 
tion with a friendly Parliament 
could end late next year, ulicn lire 
parties grouped around lire Soli- 
darity Union may bent his born- 
again social democrats in 
parliamentary polls. 

For now Kwasniewski. 42. is 
riding (Ire crcsl of a wave of Pol- 
ish successes, whether partly his 
doing or not. 

If you add up economic growtli. 
lower inflation, lower unemploy- 
ment. progress towards NATO 
and tire EU. tire Nobel (literature) 
Prize for Wislaiva Szymborska 
and onr (Olympic) gold medals in 
Atlanta, (his was a really success- 
ful year, he said smilingly when 
asked to sum up his start in office. 

He stresses foreign relations 
and has made more titan 20 trips 
- abroad, including to Wnsiiington. 
Moscow. Western Europe and 
neighboring stales, skilfully pro- 
moting tire key goals set out under 
Walesa of rapid NATO and Euro-' 
pcan Union membership. 

He had a clear strategy, to get 
to the main capitals, see all Po- 
land's neighbors, reconcile Russia 
to sweeten the pill of NATO en- 
largement — unlike Walesa who 
rattled tire bare of the bear’s cage, 
said a Western diplomat, reflect- 
ing praise abroad for the smooth, 
well-tailored Englislt-speaker. 

Kwasniewski is proud of his 
own role as a cliampion of 
Ukraine's efforts to tie itself to 
Central and Western Europe. 

initially criticized for visiting 
Belarus and meeting President Al- 
exander Lukaslrenko who was 
clashing with Parliament. Kwas- 
niewski Liter initiated a joint dec- 
laration with his Lithuanian and 
Ukrainian counterparts in support 
of democracy in Belarus. That 
Itclpcd Poland's claims to be a re- 
gional leader. 

Even opponents give hint some 
credit for foreign policy, but do- 
mestically critics accuse him of 
passivity, of skirling tough issues 


r 


and of relentless publicity-seek- 
ing. 

Kwasniewski's foes blame liim 
for not persuading the SLD to al- 
low ratification of a treaty be- 
tween Poland and tire Vatican, a 
highly divisive issue wliich lie 
pledged to iiv to resolve. 

Janus/. Piccltocinski. deputy 
parliamentary chief of the SLD's 
coalition partner, tire Polish Peas- 
ant Parly, sees bcliind Kwas- 
niewski s low-key approach at 
Dome a longer-term strategy first 
lo slowly build his authority, then 
become more active. 

Kwasniewski who helped re- 
form Poland's utterly discredited 
communists after llreir 1989 fall 
from power and led them to par- 
liamcntary election victory in 
199.1. is seen as an SLD Liberal 
— keen to eclipse its conservative 
left and thus promote tire parly's 
wider acceptance in society. 

Under tire cover of" Kwas- 
niewski's presidency tlrerc will be 
a move of tire SLD away front the 
ideological side towards Liberal 
Social Democracy’. Piccliocinski 
said. 

On a personal level. Kwas- 
niewski has proved a survivor. 

He shook ofT embarrassments 
over his misleading claims to a 
college degree and his personal fi- 
nances which emerged before (lie 
November 1995 election, in wliich 
be narrowly bcal Walesa. 

He was sworn in on December 
23 amid a crisis over security 
service allegations iliat ins party 
colleague. Prime Minister Joz.cf 
Oleksy. .had informed for Moscow 
spies. 

Oleksy quit, aititough prosecu- 
tors later ruled tire evidence 
againsl him did not stand up. 
Kwasniewski was imscntited. 

Opinion polls suggest tire pub- 
lic. even many opposition support- 
ers. arc impressed by lus 
performance so far. 

An October survey by tire Pub- 
lic CBOS Organization stowed 
that 65 percent of those polled ap- 
proved of liis performance and 65 
percent also thought to was a bet- 
ter president titan Walesa — al- 
ttough his approval slipped back 
lo 58 percent in November after 
tire abortion law and other contro- 
versies. 

ll remains to be seen whether 
such ratings will last if, like 
Walesa. Kwasniewski is con- 
fronted by a tostile Parliament in 
tire second half of his five-year 
term. 

We will learn exactly what kind 
of a President Kwasniewski will 
be only after the next elections, 
when Ire may have to face. .. sig- 
nificant antiprcsidcnlial forces in 
Parliament, the Peasant Party’s 
Piccliocinski told Reuters. 

(BmmtMwj 






l*rr> 



. TEPPAN YAH 
. TAT AMI ROOM 
. SUSHI BAR 




*- f C v u 2 $ 5 STSS Sic IS ~ rr ' 

No. 3C Shahid Kodami (Bijan SL) 
V r tuuik Sq. r Tehran 

Tes: 5775755 2 


LUNCB 12:00-15:00 DIMMER 18:30-23:00 




f 







PA6E 10 features 


TEHRAN TIMES 


DECEMBER 28. 1996 


Baby Doll Teaches U.S. 
Teens About Parenthood 


CHICAGO — Parenthood- was 
tough for Teresa Prideroore, but 
luckily for her it only lasted three 
days before she had to return her 
little bundle to health class. 

“It was hard, very hard ... You 
have to devote, like, all your time 
to this baby,” the 1 5 -year-old stu- 
dent at Wauconda High School in 
suburban Chicago said. The bawl- 
ing infant she unloaded on her 
health teacher after one sleepless 
weekend was Baby Think It Over, 
a plastic doll bang adopted by 


health teacher downloads its inter- 
nal records to find out liow the 
student did as a part-time parent. 

"They all think it's going to be 
really easy to have a kid. 

“Then they get slapped with re- 
ality when they lake this thing 
home ... It does seem to be getting 
the point across." Wauconda High 
health teacher Tracy Fesslcr said. 

Baby Think It Over Inc. . the 
Eau Claire. Wisconsin-based 
manufacturer, has sold more than 
2.000 dolls in three years amidst 


“Giving young people a realistic idea of what it 
means to be a parent is an effective way to 
encourage them to delay sexual activity and 
parenthood until they’re financially and 
emotionally ready for if, and hopefully married . ” 


thousands of U.S. high schools to 
help deter teen pregnancy. 

The State of Indiana began dis- 
tributing 195 Baby Think It Overs 
to schools and counselling centers 
statewide this month, marking the 
largest organized use of the dolls 
to date. 

“Giving young people a realis- 
tic idea of what it means to be a 
parent is an effective way- to en- 
courage them to delay sexual ac- 
tivity and parenthood until they’re 
financially and emotionally ready 
for it, and hopefully married,” In- 
diana Governor Evan Bayh, who 
backed the doll distribution said. 

Students in health classes using 
the 6-1/2-pound (2.7 kg) Baby 
Think It Over have to take it home 
for the weekend, along with all the 
usual gear including a car seat and 
a stroller. The doll cries at all 
hours of the day and night at ran- 
dom intervals determined by its 
computer program, and tire teen 
parent has to hold a key in a slot 
in the doll's back for 15 to 20 
minutes to quiet it, simulating the 
time and effort needed to feed, 
change or console a real infant. 

No Baby-Sitters 
Allowed 

The care key is attached to the 
student's wrist by a tamper-proof 
bracelet to prevent recruitment of 
baby-sitters. 

The doll also has internal sen- 
sors to detect rough handling or 
extended neglect. On Monday 
morning, when it is returned, the 


continuing public concern about 
teenage pregnancy. But the doll 
lias encountered criticism said 
company president Mary Jurmain. 
who co-owns the company with 
her husband. Rick Jurmaia who 
invented the doll in their garage. 

“Wc have had a couple of dis- 
gruntled people who felt that this 
sort of thing should be taught at 
home and only at home.” site said 
“But wc have something of a cri- 
sis here. So I think most people 
understand that vou teach it where 


<f l brought it over to her house and dropped it off. It 
was, like, an annoyance . Having to carry it around 
and stuff. It Just showed me I’m not ready yet. 
Because I’d rather be out Just having Jun and staff 
than sitting around with this thing. ” 


you need to (each it. High school 
and middle school is wlicrc it's 
easiest to catch a whole bunch or 
kids." 

The U.S. teenage birth rate lias 
declined for four years in a row 
from a 1991 high of 62.1 births 
per thousand women aged 15 to 
19 to last year’s 55.9 per thou- 
sand. tlic American Academy of 
Pediatrics said. The drop is en- 
couraging after years of increases 
through the 1980s. it said, but the 
number of teenagers is rising so 
fast that teenage births could rise 
again by 2000 if current rales hold 
steady. 

No Statistics on 
Whether It Works 
"Baby Think It Over Inc. is un- 


tnke care of iL' Students can draw 
tlicir owu conclusions about how 
they want to prevent that from 
happening.” she said. 

'The manuals also focus on the 
financial expenses of- caring for a 
baby with exercises that require 
careful budgeting and a trip to the 
store for baby supplies. That’s a 
revelation for many kids who have 
a very unrealistic idea of the ac- 
tual costs of taking care of a 
baby,” she said. 

Bill YimdL 15. was the first 
boy at Wauconda High to take 
Fessler up on her option to take 
Baby Think It Over home instead 
of writing a 500-word report about 
a disease. 

Reuter 


Internet, On-Line Industry Satisfied Skull Casts Doubt 


With New Copyright Treaty 


WASHINGTON — An 
international coalition of trade 
associations, Internet and On-line 
associations expressed satisfaction 
at the approval recently of a 
digital copyright treaty. 

The ad hoc copyright coalition 
said it was pleased that the agree- 
ment worked out in Geneva by the 
World Intellectual Property Or- 
ganization did not contain Arti- 
cle Seven.” 

The provision, initially pan of 
the proposed treaty text and ac- 
tively opposed by Internet servic c 
providers and telecommunications 
companies, would have applied 
copyrigltf protection to “tempo- 
rary" copies made with each tap 

on lire keyboard. 

••Forcing transmission compa- 
nies to try to read and evaluate 
every' Internet transmission could 
lave ground the Internet to a 


halL” argued MCI clucf technol- 
ogy' counsel Timothy Casey. 

A coalition statement Icrc said 
copyriglu scholars, librarians and 
scientists Itad lobbied delegates in 
Geneva on the impact of curbs on 
temporary computer copying of 
materials transmitted over the In- 


II says: "The treaty language 
would permit lire use of technol- 
ogy to develop copyright protec- 
tion mechanisms of Lite future.” 

“TIk signing of litis treaty is an 
important step towards 11k devel- 
opment of technological solutions 
to ftinitcr balance Utc interests of 
copyriglit owner with the free 
flow of data and information on 
the Internet.” said Peter Harter, 
public policy counsel of Netscape 
Communications. 

Mm 


on When Blacks 
Arrived in U.S. 

HAVANA — An ancient human 
skull nncartlied last month near 
Mnnlazas. a provincial capital east 
of Havana, is about 1.100 years 
old. scientists here said in a 
discovery that would contradict 
historical accounts. 

The consensus among scientists 
today is iliat blacks came to the 
new world as slaves after lire arri- 
val of Christopher Columbus in 
1492. 

.Bui that view could change 
with lire discovery' of a skull with 
Negroid features believed to be 
about 1.100 years old. tire weekly 
magazine Juventud RebcUfc. 

Belonging to an adult male, the 
skull was unearthed at an archae- 
ological excavation site in an an- 
cient burial ground near niantazas. 


Southeast Asia -■ Where Cities 
Choke , Forests Vanish 


able lo provide statistics showing 
that its doll works but it encour- 
ages schools lo monitor pregnancy 
rales before and after they start to 
use it in health classes. The com- 
pany wants to collect the data but 
for now." Mary Jurmain said “It 
relics on strong anecdotal evi- 
dence that baby think it over is 
making a big impression on thou- 
sands of teens." 

The doll sells for $250. A $275 
drug-dependent model (hat teach- 
ers call Crack Baby Think It Over 
is also available. Schools typically 
buy one doll and students take 
turns taking it home on the week- 
ends. The dolls come with a preg- 
nancy prevention curriculum 
teachers can use in class. 

“In its suggested program, the 
company avoids telling teenagers 
how they should keep from get- 
ting pregnant — whether they 
should abstain or use contracep- 
tion. We really tiy to remain neu- 
tral on that because the doll is 
used by such a wide variety of or- 
ganizations,” Jurmain said 

"The Mormon Church has 
bought them. Planned Parenthood 
has bought them. It’s all over the 
political spectrum. So we try to 
stay out of tile debate. The instruc- 
tional materials ... focus ou "This 
is what it's like to have a batty and 


JAKARTA - Economic growth is 
surging in Southeast Asia, but at a 
heavy price as cities choke on car 
exhaust fumes and forests 
disappear under the saw. 

But analysts see glimmers of 
light for tire environment 

Bangkok's jam-pack ed streets 
are the most notorious. Each day 
more than 760 new cars take to the 
road and Bangkok's 10 million 
people make an average of 18.87 
million journeys. 

The Thai capital is building a 
mass public transport system but it 
is not expected to be operational 
until 1999. Until then people will 
continue lo rely on cars, taxis, mo- 
torcycles and buses, whose belch- 


opposition politicians say. 

Officials responsible for the 
project said they were confident 
the public would prefer the rail 
service, which runs above the 
city's traffic carrying 16.1XH) pas- 
sengers an hour, to buses and taxis 
which arc much slower and unre- 
liable. 

Prime minister Mahathir Mo- 
hamad's government has also 
been promoting liquefied natural 
gas (LNG) as fuel for cars, saying 
emissions arc safer than those 
from gasoline. 

National car company Proton 
has spearheaded the campaign by 
introducing more LNG -powered 


leading to more devastation and 
mismanagement or over-exploita- 
tion of resources. 

One recent significant develop- 
ment is Indonesia’s plan to cut 
down one million hectares of for- 
est in Kalimantan on Borneo Is- 
land to convert the land to rice 
production. 

Much has been made of this 
plan as a way of making up for the 
shortfall in rice production and 
achieving Indonesia's aim of rice 
self-sufficiency. a keystone in the 
government '5 attempts to feed a 
population nearing 200 million. 

"If they can have sustainable 
rice production on Lhaf land it is 
not such a bad Hung. The problem 



ing exhausts poison the air and 
make the city s public health 
nightmare. 

The Thai authorities said new 
environmental regulations should 
start to ease the problem next year, 
but effectiveness depends on en- 
forcement. which has been lax in 
Uk past 


Will we get the environment back? 


While Soutlicast Asia's cities 
have been gasping for air under a 
growing cloud of exhaust fumes, 
there is carnage in the region's 
forests, although here, loo. there 
are signs tilings may be talcing a 
turn for the better. 

Jeffrey Sayer. director-general 
of the Bogor-bascd Center forln- 


The Thai capital is building a mass public transport . But in some areas there are 

system but it is not expected to be operational until 1999. emerging positive trends. 

Until then people will continue to rely on cars, taxis, ' , ^ orcs * pletion in Malgyma. 

. for example, is declining, when 
motorcycles and buses, whose belchmg exhausts poison ^ M previ0 usly engaggl 

theair and. make the city a public health nightmare. in shiftingagriculture findallerm^ 


is whether it is all suitable.! What l 
suspect is that some of it is and 
some of it isn't.” Sayer said. He 
argues fo r a thorough study of the 
project to determine which land is 
. suitable and which is not 

The yield for agriculhnal crops 
is not increasing fast enough, so 
there has to be more land culti- 
vated, be said. 

But in some areas there are 
emerging positive trends. , 7" 
Forest depletion in Malaysia 
for example, is declining;, when 


"Lead should not pose any 
problem at all next year thanks to 
a law requiring cars lo use lead- 
free gasoline which has been in 
place since early this year,” said 
Supat Wangwongwatana, director 
of air quality and noise manage- 
ment division in Bangkok’s Pollu- 
tion Control Department. 

The level of carbon monoxide 
and dust should also drop due to 
various laws we currently use to 
curb them. But it ail depends on 
law enforcement and traffic condi- 
tions. he said. 

In neighboring Malaysia, the 
streets of the capital Kuala Lum- 
pur are rapidly approaching Bang- 
kok levels of congestion, but 
earlier this month Live city opened 
a niuUibiilion-dollar electric rail 
network aimed at reducing the in- 
flow of (rafllc. 

There are seven million vehi- 
cles on the road in Malaysia - an 
average of one vehicle for cvciy 
lluec people. Some 250 people 
died in road accidents in Novem- 
ber, officials said. 

Opposition politicians say, 
however, that there is a major snag 
to the light rail transit (LRT) pro- 
ject— price. 

At 75 Malaysian cents 
(U.S.50.30) fora ride between two 
stations a mile (1.6 km) apart, the 
rail service is exorbitantly -priced. 


temalional Forestry Research (Cl- 
FOR) in Indonesia, said the issue 
was not halting deforestation but 
the amount of forest, the type of 
forest left and where it is located. 

"It is unrealistic 10 think there 
will not be a lot more forest 
cleared, but it is important tlial you 
do safeguard a certain amount of 
forests for environmental reasons 
and biodiversity." Sayer told 
Reuters. 

It is wrong to just portray lire 


in shiftingagriculture find alterna- 
tive employment in plantations, 
sawmills and factories. : -.r : . 

"It appears that the depletipnof 
forests tends to go band in hand 
with certain early stages of devel- 
opment,” Sayer said. 

In Thai JandL where jobs are in- 
creasing. people are turning away 
from agriculture and moving to 
the cities. Those left behind are 
increasingly cultivating alterna- 
iive crops, such as strawberries, 
under government sponsoredtHDc 
grams. > j ■ 


While Southeast Asia’s cities have been gasping for, air 
wider a growing cloud of exhaust James, there is carnage 
hi the region’s forests, although hare, too, there assigns 
things may be taking a turn for the better. V;- 


probiem of forests as a problem 
wiih logging of natural forests as 
it's a problem of competition for 
land use. 

It’s a much bigger problem 
than good or bad logging. Tlic real 
long-term problems arc outside 
tlic forestry' sector. 

Increasing population puts 
pressure on agricultural produc- 
tion which increases the demand 
for land and leads to forest deple- 
tion. Relaxing trade barriers also 
has an effect. 

Areas opened up tty commer- 
cial logging arc often then ex- 
ploited by shifting agriculture 


However, in Burma, jhei^v 
for quick profits is dcpleting &r- : 
ests that lad been carefully 
aged for more (Iran 140 years; r ;-; : 

But forested areas are increas-P 
ing in places like Java andsmithr 
cm China through govennno^ 
policies that make it prafitat&io 
cultivate plantations and make 
longer-term plans. ..•■4. 

But for biodiversity it is much 
more important to get forcsts lfiai 
are in the rigbfplaccs And as little; 1 
modified from the natural stak?.?^ 
possible. Be sai<L ;.P 
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UN Renews Cyprus Force Children Suffer in Flood of 


Looks to New Negotiations 
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UNITED NATIONS — The 
Security Council renewed the 
mandate of the I ^(MJ -member UN 
peacekeeping force in Cyprus 
•mul June 30. 1997 and called for 
steps to facilitate a new diplomatic 
drive to reunite the divided island. 

• The resolution was adopted u- 
^£haniraously . without any 
speeches. * 

Cyprus has been virtually par- 
titioned into a Greek Cypridfisouih 
and a Turkish Cypriot north since 
troops from Turkey landed in 
1 974 In reaction to a coup in Ni- 
cosia backed by the military junta 
then ruling Greece. 

The UN Peacekeeping Force in 

Cyprus (UNFICYP) was deployed 
in 1964 to halt violence between 
the two communities after a gov- 
ernment comprising repre- 
nlativcs of both broke up three 
5 ears after independence from 
Britain. 

The council resolution de- 
plored a series of incidents in re- 
cent months in which llircc Greek 
Cypriot civilians and a Turkish 
Cypriot soldier were killed, say i ng 
violence along the cease-fire lines 
had reached a level not seen since 
1974. 

It called on both sides to accept 


a package of measures designed to 
ease tensions, incliidiim unman- 
ning military posts in close prox- 
imity. barring the presence of 
loaded weapons along the cease- 
fire lines and adopting a code of 
conduct based on minimal force 
and proportional response. 

It also reiterated grave concern 
over the excessive levels, of mili- 
tary forces and armaments and 
lack of progress towards a signifi- 
cant reduction in (lie number of 
foreign troops. The council called 
on all concerned to commit tliciii- 
sclvcs to n reduction in defense 
spending mid in flic foreign troop 
strength. 

The Greek Cypriot-led govern- 
ment recently acquired a number 
of tanks and oilier heavy weapons 
and is reported to be planning to 
buy Russian-made S-3IM) air de- 
fense missiles, while some 3<t.(XM) 
Turkish troops are still in non hem 
Cyprus. 

The council reiterated Hut the 
present situation on the island is 
unacceptable and welcomed ef- 
forts by the UN special repre- 
sentative for Cyprus. Hail 
Siing-Joo of South Korea, to pre- 
pare (he ground for open-ended 
direct negotiations in the fin:! half 
of 1997 between (lie leaders of die 
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BELGRADE — ' An opinion poll 
released showed nearly half the 
Serbians questioned supported 
street protests against alleged 
electoral fraud that have shaken 
President Slobodan Milosevic’s 
ninety ear-long rule. 

The partner marketing agency 
conducted the independent tele- 
phone poll of 1.019 people be- 
tween December 13 and 16, when 
the daily demonstrations had al- 
ready been going for more than 
three weeks. 


Zajedno coalition of opposition 
parties have attracted up to a quar- 
ter of a million supporters in Bel- 
grade alone, and have spread to 
dozens of other towns across Ser- 
bia. 

The partner survey showed 
clear divisions of opinion accord- 
ing to the respondanls' source of 
news, and their age. 

Of those who obtained their 
news from the state-run national 
daily Polilika newspaper. 4S per- 
cent were opposed to the marches. 


West 

According to the survey, age 
also played a role. 

Fifty-four percent of over 56- 
year-olds were against lire pro- 
tests. compared to 25 percent who 
supported them. Official media 
are Uadillonaly favored by older 
readers. 

The ratio was reversed amongst 
the 18 to 35-year-olds. 

SLvly-one percent were for and 
15 percent were against. 
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Asked their opinion of the pro- 
tests. 47 percent said they either 
fully or mostly supported them, 
compared to 33 percent who were 
mostly or lotaiy opposed. 

The demonstrations erupted 
when electoral commissions con- 
trolled by the ruling Socialist 
Party reversed opposition victories 
in 15 key towns and cities, includ- 
ing Belgrade, in state-wide local 
elections on November 17. 

The protests organized by the 


and 32 percent backed them. 

But 83 percent of the readers of 
the largest independent daily. 
Naso Borba, supported the pro- 
tests. while six percent said they 
were against them. 

State-controlled media, which 
dominate the nation's news, have 
pushed stories of the protests to 
inside pages, and portrayed pro- 
tests as insignificant but violent 
events staged by traitors to the 
Serbian cause and servants of the 


in the past, pollsters in Serbia 
have struggled to overcome public 
suspicion, which has tended to 
skew results in favor of the 
authorities and made accurate sur- 
veys difficult. 

But political analysts said Hie 
survey seemed to confirm an op- 
position belief that they lad wide- 
spread backing even in rural and 
industrial areas that have Iradilion- 
aly supported the ruling Socialist 
Party. 


Rwanda Refugees 


two communities on an meruit 
settlement. 

Tlic head of theintcmalionally 
recognized government in Ni- 
cosia. President Glafcos derides. 

1 leads die Greek Cypriot commu- 
nity. Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf 
Denktash is president of a break- 
away government recognized only 
by Turkey. 

The United Stales and Britain, 
whose foreign secretary recently 
visited tltc island for the first time 
in 30 years, arc also liclping pre- 
pare (lie ground for new negotia- 
tions. 

The Security Council reaf- 
firmed that a decision by (lie Euro- 
pean Union to open negotiations 
with Cyprus — probably in late 
1997 or early 199R — on EU mem- 
bership was an important new de- 
velopment that should facilitate an 
overall settlement. 

The EU issue added urgency to 
like planned inter-communal nego- 
tiations since continued division 
of tlic island would complicate 
Cyprus's efTorts to join the Euro- 
pean grouping. Tltc Turkish Cyp- 
riote say tlicy will strengthen their 
links with Turkey* if the Nicosia 
government tries to take the still- 
partitioned island into the HU. 

(Renter) 
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NGARA. Tanzania — Red Cross 
workers struggling to cope with a 
human tide of Rwandan refugees 
returning home reported an 
alarming rise in the numbers of 
children separated from their 
parents. 

We've had 1.583 inquiries for 
missing children. Out of 674 chil- 
dren registered as lost. 164 have 
been reunited with their parents. 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC) delegate Justin 
Cockerell told Reuters. These 
numbers are alarming. 

He said 494 of the lost children 
had been taken across the nearby 
border into Rwanda, where ICRC 
teams would try' to trace their par- 
ents among the hundreds of thou- 
sands of refugees who have 
flooded back to Rwanda in the 
past week. 

In some cases, aid workers 
said, exhausted parents had delib- 
erately abandoned their children 
because they were confident they 
w ould be fed and eared for by Red 
Cross teams. 

Estimates of the total of refu- 
gees crossing back into Rwanda 
from Tanzania topped 360.000 on 
Sunday. 


Cockerell said there were 
50.000 more refugees stretching 
in a long column along tlic roads 
leading to (he Rusomo border 
crossing. 

The flood began a week ago. 
after ^ Tanzanian authorities tired of 
playing host to the Rwandan refu- 
gees, gave them until Hie end 
of December to quit the country, 
their liome for the past two years. 

Despite the size of the exodus 
there were Tew problems. Cockr 
erell said, and the area was calm. 
Many or the refugees, however, 
were visibly exhausted after trek- 
king for days from the refugee 
camps wlicre they used to live. 

Some refugees had committed 
suicide rather than go back to 
Rwanda, apparently fearing retri- 
bution Tor tlic genocide in which 
about 800.000 Tutsis and moder- 
ate Hutus died in 1994. 

One aid official (old Reuters 20 
suicides had been reported from 
the Kitali camp alone. He said aid 
workers checking the now-de- 
serted camps had found the bodies 
of several Rwandans who had 
hanged tlicnisclves there. Last 
week about 10.000 refugees were 
rounded up by Tanzanian soldiers 
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from a forest area near the Kitali 
camp, where they had been hold- 
ing out. and ordered to walk to 
Rwanda. 

Aid officials said their leaders 
were Hutu extremists who feared 
to return to Rwanda because of 
their alleged involvement in the 
1994 genocide. 

On Sunday a heavy rainstorm 
halted the movement of refugees 
towards (he Rwanda border, forc- 
ing many of them to shelter under 
scraps of plastic sheeting. 

UN refugee officials handed 
out packets of high-energy bis- 
cuits to exlau5ted groups of refu- 
gees. many of whom said they had 
been on the road for more than a 
week. Aid workers were taken 
by surprise last weekend when the 
exodus of refugees began, from 
the Bcnaco camp. But they 
quickly organized food supplies 
and transport facilities to help the 
returning Rwandans. 

Lines of trucks waited at die 
Rusomo border to transport many 
of the refugees back to their for- 
nier home areas. Others, who 
originally came from villages near 
tlic border, continued on foot. 

(Renter) 


Security Council Disbands 
Still-Born Multinational Force 


UNITED NATIONS — The UN 
Security Council formally 
disbanded a month-old 
multinational force for Zaire 
which was wound up before being 
fully deployed. Western 
diplomats said. 

The multinational force was 
authorized by Security Council 
Resolution 1080 on November 16. 
at tlic height of the refugee crisis 
in eastern Zaire as hundreds of 
thousands of mainly Rwandan 
Hutu refugees were forced out of 
their camps by fighting between 
rebel Tutsis and the Zairean Army. 

The Canadian-led force was 
originally intended to be lo.uoo 
strong and planned to open tip hu- 
manitarian corridors to Iiclp relief 
agencies operate and assist tlic re- 
patriation of the refugees. 

Only several hundred troops 
were ever deployed by tltc Katn- 
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pa la-based multinational force, 
with its operational wing at tltc 
Ugandan capital's airport at En- 
tebbe. and negotiations on drop- 
ping supplies to refugees from 
planes or selling up ground corri- 
dors got nowhere. 

Tlic Security Council acted to 
formally wind up the force on 
Monday, after tltc Canadian gov- 
ernment on December 1 3 in- 
formed UN Secretary -General 
Boutros Boutros-Ghali that the 
force as authorized no longer 
served any purpose. 

Council president Paolo Fulci 
of Italy infonncd Boutros-Gliaii in 
a letter approved on Mondax (liat 
"the members of the Security 
Council lake note of tlic view of 
the government of Canaaa ex- 
pressed in tlic letter of December 
13. 1996 and they agree that the 
functions or the multinational 
force lave ilicrcrorc come to an 
end. " 

Boutros-Glali noted in a report 
to tlic Security Council that an es- 
timated 56U„(iO(i refugees had re- 
turned to Rwanda from eastern 
Zaire, and more than 23 5.000 from 
Tanzania. 

Tltc UN chief in his report said 


lie was "not in a position to recom- 
mend to the council the estab- 
lishment of a United Nations 
operation io follow' on from tile 
multinational force." (A?P) 

China Stops 68 
People Fleeing to 
Australia 

Hong Kong — Chinese authorities 
have stopped 68 people from 
trying to leave tlic country by boat 
for Australia. 

The 68 people, consisting of 40 
men. 15 women and 13 children, 
w'erc intercepted by coastal patrol 
boats at tlic sea over tlic weekend, 
the China-backed To Kuna Aw 
daily said. 

Each of the would-be illegal 
immigrants reportedly paid X.tiOU 
yuan ($970) to a Bciliai -based 
trafficker identified as Cai Jiang, 
to take than to Australia, the re- 
port said. 

The majority of them were 
fanners front the booming south- 
ern coastal cities of Fangsheng. 
Qingzhou. Bcihai and Hepu in 
Guangsi Province which borders 
Vietnam, tlic report said. VWl 
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Moscow to Celebrate 850tb Birthday in Grand Style 


MOSCOW - When Prince Yury 
Dolgoruky of Vladimir wrote to 
his brother Prince Svyatoslav on 
July 27, 11 47 suggesting they meet 
at a wo<Kkn fortress on the escarp- 
ment of the River Moskva, he did 
not know be was making history. 

His letter was the first recorded 
reference to the city of Moscow 
and 1147 has since been consid- 
ered the official founding year of 
the borough destined to become the 
capital of a world uperpower. 

In recent history Moscow's 
birthday is commemorated at the 
beginning of September, usually in 
a rather quiet symbolic form. 

But next year the city is to mark 
its 8S0th anniversary in grand 
style. 

The dynamic and ambitious 
Mayor Yury Luzhhkov is organiz- 
ing a string of festivities, including 
a three-day party, and has ordered 
a major face lift for the dty, eager 
to shed its drab communist-era im- 
age. 

H untimk of thousands, may be 
up to a million people are busy, 
putting the final touches to the 
celebration program, said Igor 
Ponomaryov, head of a Moscow 
city government department cre- 
ated to organize the event 

Something for everyone 
planned by decree, Russian Presi- 


dent Boris Yeltsin has set the date 
for the huge birthday party. Sep- 
tember 5, a Friday, wiU be the main 
day. of celebration, followed by a 
weekend of both solemn and infor- 
mal activities. 

There will be a main event on 
red square, certain to include all of 
Russia’s political and cultural elite. 

This will be a very dignified 
event, Ponomaryov told Reuters. 
He did not want to give details 
because they had not been final- 
ized. 

Other celebrations include a 
commemoration of the dead and 
survivors of World War 11 — 
known here as the great patriotic 
war — who defended their country 
and its capital against German 
troops. 

Every part of town has plans for 
Its own festivities, Ponomaryov 
said. Each cinema, mnsem p, thea- 
ter, gallery and cultural institution 
is set to participate. 

Moscow school children will be 
given special lessons on their dty 
and there are plans for programs 
for the elderly and needy. 

Landmarks renovated Moscow 
expects hundreds of thousands of 
tourists from home and abroad, in- 
cluding those attending a United 
Nations-sponsored meeting of 
mayors from the world's largest 
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Rebels Drag Peru Hostage 
Crisis Into 11th Day 


LIMA — Marxist rebels dragged 
the Japanese Embassy siege into a 
1 llh day on Saturday, stubbornly 
ignoring pressure from the Peru- 
vian government and the Catholic 
church to release more than a hun- 
dred vip hostages. 

The Tupac Amaru Revolution- 
ary Movement (MRTA) rebels 
freed just one hostage on Thurs- 
day. 

Holed-up inside the fortified 
compound that they have have 
booby-trapped and mined against a 
possible police offensive, the 
roughly 20 heavily-armed guerril- 
las have freed three hostages since 
the mass release on Sunday of 225 
captives. 

In a sign of frustration with the 
deadlock, Japan's Foreign Minis- 
ter Yukihiko Dteda called on Fri- 
day on members of the group of 
seven (G-7) industrialized nations 
to intervene to help solve the siege, 
which involves about 30 Japnese. 

It is clear that the international 
community should not condone 
terrorism. It is also necessary for 
the international community to 
help resolve this crisis by setting 
free the hostages peacefully, and at 
an early date, Dreda said, a dd ing 
Tokyo had already consulted other 
nations in the group. 

Fearin g the crisis might not be 
resolved quickly. Japan has said 
prime Minister Ryulaio Hashi- 
moto and Ikeda were both consid- 
ering cancelling foreign trips 
planne d for January. 

Peru’s President Alberto Fuji- 
mori has so far turned down for- 
eign offers of military help and 
Russian leader Boris Yeltsin’s sug- 
gestion to send a special G-7 task 
force to free the hostages brought 
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no official response from Lima. 

The rebels, who initially seized 
more than 500 guests at a lavish 
reception in the ambassador's 
home, have kept those they con- 
sider most useful as bargaining 
chips, including top Peruvian gov- 
ernment officials, ambassadors 
and Japanese businessmen 

Catholic bishop Juan Luis 
Cipriani, who entered the com- 
pound for the second day on Thurs- 
day, appealed to the rebels to 
examine Ubeir consciences and end 
the Siege. 

Let us hope that their hearts will 
be moved, Cipriani said, adding 
Pope John Paul was following the 
crisis closely and praying for the 
victims. 

The guerrillas freed Guatema- 
lan Ambassador, Jose Maria Ar- 
gueta on Thursday. The gesture 
was to show their support for the 
peace treaty between his govern- 
ment and the country's Guatema- 
lan National Revolutionary Unit 
(GRNG) rebels, to be signed on 
Dec. 29, according to Axgueta. 

The rebels have warned their 
103 captives will not leave the 
Japanese ambassdor’s residence 
until the government frees more 
than 400 of tbeir jailed comrades. 

Fujimori has flatly rejected the 
rebels’ demands, telling them to 
lay down their arms and release all 
their captives if they want to avoid 
the use of force. 

He also ignored pleas by hos- 
tages to reconnect services to the 
building where the captives use 
flashlights after dark. 

Isaac Velazco, the MRTA’s 
self-styled international spokes- 
man, told Reuters *by telephone 
from Hamburg. Germany that his 
comrades in the residence would 
bold out for as long as it took to 
secure the release of rebels held in 
Peruvian jails. 

We will be waiting. The Peru- 
vian people have suffered 500 
years of exploitation so we have all 


the time in the world, he said, ac- 
cusing the government of provok- 
ing a bloody, military solution 
instead of negotiating. 

According to Cipriani the hos- 
tages are in good health but a loud 

explosion on Thursday night inside 
die pitch-black compound fed to 
fears for the safety of the mainl y 
vip oqrtives. 

Cipriani, who entered the com- 
pound for the second day Thurs- 
day, told reporters the captives 
were not hurt 

They are well, they are calm 
they are firm, he said. 

Red Cross officials said the ex- 
plosion may have been caused by 
an animal stepping on a mine near 
the building The rebels are armed 
with grenades, explosives and am. 
pie ammunition and have booby- 
trapped entrances to the building, 
freed hostages have said 

A Canadian priest arrived from 
his parish in Lima's poorest 
shanty-town to hold a mass outside 
the besieged residence in the early 
hours on Friday. 

It is more and more important 
to keep praying. The situation is 
getting more delicate, churchman 
Gregorio Chiswood said as the 
songs of his chutch’s choir drifted 
towards the hostages. 

The crisis began when the re- 
bels stormed the residence during 
a smart party on Dec. 1 7. 

Neighbours of the besieged 
residence have become increas- 
ingly frustrated at the length of the 
siege. World media interest in the 
crisis has turned their leafy suburb 
into the crowded grubby home of 
hundreds of journalists perma- 
nently camped at the site. 

You lot are the terrorists. I've 
had 10 days and 10 nights of this 
racket now and I don't want to put 
up with it one more minute, one 
neighbour, who refused to give her 
name, shouted at journalists. 

(Rented 


citie s. 

Luzhkov, the mastermind of 
Moscow’s architectural rebirth-af- 
ter the end of communism in 1991, 
has l aunc hed operation bright fa- 
cade, a campaign to repaint some 
of Moscow's historic l an d mar ks. 

Among them is the grey Stalin- 
ist-era bouse on the e mbankm ent, 
the former residence of prominent 
Bolsheviks and Soviet appa- 
ratchiks now rented out to rich new 
russians. 

Experts still have to decide on 
the precise shade, but the color is 
expected to harmonize with the 
newly-built Christ the saviour ca- 
thedral on the opposite side of the 
River Moskva, dose to the Krem- 
lin. 

The church, another brainchild 
of the popular mayor, is a replica 
of the 19th Century monument de- 
stroyed on the orders of dictator 
Josef Stalin in 1931 and replaced 
with a public swimming pool after 
his original plan to build a huge 
palace fell through. 

In five years in office, 60-year- 
old Luzhkov has won much ac- 
claim for his efforts to dean and 
spruce up Moscow, which is offi- 
cially home to some nine million 
and unofficially up to 13 milli on 
inhabitants. 

Luzhkov, who is seen by some 


in Russiasee as Yeflsin's succes- 
sor in iheKremlis, was reelected fo 
June with nearly 90 p e r c ent of On 
vote. 

The huge celebration pany, 
sure to enhance Luzhkov’s high , 
profile style, is an expensive affair. 
Ponomaryov infused to disclose 
the overall cost 

It is bra money, he said aiding 
that the original finance plan tejg 
been scaled down because more? 
was right 

The economic situation is rot 
very easy but rather complex, he 
continued, referring to a budgetary 
crisis that has left millions of n$- 
sian workers and soldiers unpaid. 

Moscow has attracted private 
sponsors for the celebrations, 
among (hem foreign companies 
like Coca-Cola and Pepsi-Cola. 

Operation bright facade is also 
a joint venture. Ponomaryov said 
Russian and foreign firms were 
covering 70 percent of the ovezaP 
costs in return for property and 
leasing rights. 

Other private com panies are 
hoping to profit from foe celebra- 
tion. Cups, watches, pasters, l- 
shirts and other memorabilia 
decorated with officially approved 
birthday logos are already on sale. 

{ReftiEf) 


Guatemala Guerrillas Face 
Peace With Confidence 


ESCUINTLA, Guatemala — After 
36 years of fighting in one of (he 
most blood-stained countries of 
Latin America, Guatemalan guer- 
rillas are full of confidence about 
the signing of a historic peace 
treaty to end the war on Sunday. 

In a rebel camp this week, 
members of the Guatemalan Na- 
tional Revolutionary Unit (URNG) 
celebrated with dancing, soccer 
matches qntt rollicking Christmas 
parties as if peace had already ar- 
rived. 

If it were not for the 36 years of 
struggle, we never would have got- 
ten to the negotiating table, a 
stocky guerrilla known as Captain 
Pancho told Reuters. We now have 
a base for building a democratic 
society. 

After five often-rocky years of 
negotiations, the rebels and the 
government were due to sign a 
treaty bringing a definitive end to 
the war on Sunday in a ceremony ‘ 
in Guatemala city attended by 
heads of state and international 
dignitaries. 

Pancho is among 80 guerrillas, 
mostly of Indian descent, prepar- 
ing for peace in Elvira Camp, a 
month-old encampment of rudi- 
mentary shelters and hammock 
beds in wooded bills only 36 miles 
(60 km) from the capital. 

Until very recently, the guerril- 
las would have kept their guns 
strapped on as they danced over 
Christmas. Their camp would have 
been farther away from large 
towns, heavily guarded and secre- 
tive. 

This year the guerrillas stored 
their arms in a shelter and cranked 
up a battery-operated radio. A gen- 
erator provided lights on the d a n ce 
floor and laughter was loud and 
unrestrained while the guerrillas 
whacked at pinatas, colorful ves- 
sels hung high and filled with gifts 
or candy. 

Rebel family members, as well 
as sympathizers from local vil- 
lages, came into the camp for the 


party and a friendly soccer match 
with (be guerrillas. A lieutenant 
named Lima said it would not have 
been good public relations to beat 
the locals. Perhaps he was justify- 
ing the result — a two-two tie. 

Despite approaching peace, 
however, the rebels are not drop- 
ping their guard. 

In the mornings, troops were 
up in formation by 7 ajn. they then 
crawled through the undergrowth 
with loaded rifles in exercises that 
their officers said were aimed at 
keeping them combat-prepared to 
the bitter end. 

Some 140,000 have died or dis- 
appeared during foe war, many 
massacred by foe army in foe early 
1980s, when a brutal counterinsur- 
gency campaign reached its height 

The population of this camp 
will swell to 300 or more in Janu- 
ary when it becomes one of eight 
around the country where foe guer- 
rillas will gather to officially turn 
in weapons under the scrutiny of 
international monitors. 

The gnenillas will then be free 
to return to normal lives, no longer 


wanted by the state for rebellion, 
sedition and other political crimes. 
But few oftoecoflfoafam&mElvira 
Camp plan to seek normal jobs. 

We will continue following the 
guerrilla high command, aid or- 
ganize the political party, a lieuten- 
ant known by has nom-deguerre 
arturo said, referring Jo the 
URNG’s plans to enterpoliticsand 
field candidates in national ejec- 
tions. 

Most of foe otheryoung to mid- 
dle-aged guerrillas — including 
eight women -- said they woukt do 
political work with the URNG af- 
ter peace, or join other gnenilfcftn 
agricultural or small manufactur- 
ing cooperative businesses. 

Under peace promises from the 
government, foe guerrillas expect 
help -with land and t yaudrtg , and 
some said they would go to school. 

Elvira camp will watch tire 
peace accord signing on television 
in foe hills, while exiled guemfla 
commanders will return from 
Mexico to attend the actual cere- 
mony. (Reuter) 


Ruling Party Denies j 
Anti-Santa Claus Campaign 

SARAJEVO — Bosnia’s rating celebrations. . 

^NSLJ Jem0Cratic Action m spokesman Alexander 
(oDA) domed accusations that it Ivanko said that supporters of 

^ ^Izefo^ovk^had becfl^ 
campaign to Sarajevo. around nfimaiv ^ 


The SDA has not begun, nor 
will it begin actions against the 
celebration of Christmas in public 
places,” the SDA wrote in a state- 
ment to the AFP. 

While Santa- Claus and Saint 
Nicholas are not part of the Bos- 
nian culture, end-of year celebra- 
tions were citizens’ private affaire 
the SDA wrote. 

The denial follows a request by 
Michael Steiner, deputy to top 
Western peace envoy Cart BildL 
lhat foe SDA should make clear its 

.Santa Claus and re- 
ports of SDA efforts to ground the 


celebrations. . 

UN spokesman Alexander 
Ivanko said that supporters of ; 
Alija Izetbegovic, hadbecn gou^ 
around primary schools 
them not to allow foe focal vc® 011 
of Santa Claus, old man frost* to 
bring presents to children. 

The t raditional figure was *3° ; 
increasingly political • &&& 
Ivanko said. “It's a real ■ 
against Santa Claus, and you ctf 
find any pictures of font in town- 
besaid, 

“I flunk the bestthing wouWj* 
if the SDA now, vciy quickly. 
tances itself from these 7®*®® 
about the position of 
ship of foe Bosnian adc yis f"L. 
Santa Claus," be said, before.® 5 ®^* 

fog on holiday. . ^ j 

• • 






